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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


NEW TYPE PLANS for staircase-access flats prepared by 
the L.C.C. are described and illustrated on p. 614 
CONCESSIONS involving savings in circulation space and the 
omission of one lavatory are to be permitted to housing authori- 
ties, and in addition Dr. Dalton’s Ministry will not require 
submission of housing plans where prepared by a qualified 
architect p. 627 
IN AN ADDRESS to the Architectural Association, Professor 
Holford has said that house building costs are such that, both in 
this country and the U.S.A., the lowest-paid worker cannot 
aspire to live in any sort of dwelling in a New Town. _ p. 629 





RESEARCH : A CHALLENGE TO 
THE INDUSTRY 


HE Budget, the Cabinet crisis and the general economic 
situation raise again a question which we have discussed 
on a number of occasions—namely, is the building industry 
pulling its weight in the scientific research and technical develop- 
ment which are essential to economic wellbeing? The answer 
to this question is still, we believe, No. The remarkable fact 
remains that, alone among the major industries of this country, 
the building trade has made no corporate effort to establish its 
Own research and information organisation. 

The failure of the building industry to make any adequate 
Provision for research is not only regrettable in the national 
interest, but it may well prove detrimental to the industry’s own 
wellbeing and independence. An industry which in these days 
makes no corporate provision for research is likely sooner or 
later to lose its technical freedom, if no more. The first signs 
of this were apparent during the war; for instance, the plans 
for temporary housing were evolved in conditions of secrecy 
and without any consultation with the industry. Moreover, 


time after time during the last few years the industry has been 
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at the mercy of sudden changes of Government policy and has 
proved unable to produce any proposals of its own te deal with 
crisis conditions. A strong and active research and information 
organisation is therefore essential both in the national interest 
and in the interests of the industry. 

It is true, of course, that a considerable amount of research 
is carried out by various governmental agencies, notably the 
Building Research Station, and it might be thought that these 
agencies were sufficient. This, however, is not so. In the 
nature of the case Government research tends to be remote 
from the real problems of the industry. It tends to look to 
long-term projects rather than to the immediate needs of industry. 
This is not necessarily a criticism of Government research— 
though the present official programme is, we think, open to 
criticism on several grounds—for, provided that industry has 
its own research organisation, there is a strong case for the 


official agencies concentrating on long-term fundamental 
problems, while the industrial organisation concentrates on 


matters of more immediate concern. This division of function 
is in fact recognised in many industries where industrial research 
associations carry out work which is complementary to, but 
distinct from that done by the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research. Aninstance of this is shipbuilding research, 
where the National Physical Laboratory and the industry’s 
own organisation work side by side. A similar arrangement 
should also prove fruitful in the not dissimilar field of building. 
It is not really necessary, however, to look at other industries— 
one has only to consider the problems facing the average architect 
and builder to realise the need for something different from the 
present official research programme. 

Another reason why the building industry should set up its 
own organisation is the need for a more adequate information 
service. For years architects and builders have been complain- 
ing that the information put out by the B.R.S., while no doubt 
excellent in its own way, is not suitable for general consump- 
tion. The Ministry of Works have done something to bridge 
the gap during the last year or two by issuing special leaflets, 
and the large sale of these leaflets is a clear indication of the 
need. But the Ministry may well feel that this is something 
which the industry ought to be doing for itself. 


The appointment of Mr. E. G. Dean of the Ministry of Works 
as technical adviser to the London Master Builders’ Association 
is also a step in the right direction, and one upon which we 
compliment the L.M.B.A., but it does not go nearly far enough. 
What is needed is a national organisation with sufficient staff 
to survey the results of existing research, to distribute informa- 
tion and technical advice in a form which the industry can 
easily understand, and to initiate fresh research upon problems 
requiring urgent solution. 

The main difficulty about such an organisation would, of 
course, be finance. In principle there should be no difficulty 
at all—the amount required would be a very small proportion 
of the resources of the building industry. In the United States 
it is considered that an industry needs to spend about 24 per 
cent. of its annual turnover on research. This percentage applied 
to the British building industry would produce the colossal sum 
of £25m. per annum. Such a sum could not in fact be spent on . 
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building research at present, but it is indicative of the scale of 
modern research as judged by American standards. Actually 
the sum of £lm. would be more than adequate and would 
involve no more than a levy of one-tenth of I per cent. on the 
annual turnover of the industry or £1 on every £1,000 contract. 


One way of raising the necessary finance would therefore be 
by means of a levy, either voluntary or statutory. Unfortu- 
nately, it is doubtful whether the industry is yet ready for such 
a scheme. In the meantime, however, it should be possible to 
establish an industrial research association on the recognised 
D.S.I.R. model. It is believed that some halfa dozen builders are 
now spending a total of about £150,000 on various investiga- 
tions of vital importance to the whole industry. We venture to 
think that here might be the nucleus of such an association. The 
firms concerned would gain a direct and immediate advantage 
in the gooling of their resources, but, more than that, they would 
be rendering a great service to the whole industry. There is no 
doubt that if these firms were to establish a joint research 
organisation, it would qualify for Government grant probably 
on a £1 for £1 basis. The organisation could, therefore, look 
to an immediate income of, say, £300,000 apart from contribu- 
tions from other firms who might be interested. 


The results of the research would necessarily be the property 
of the firms who formed the association, but smaller firms (and 
possibly individual architects) might be invited to join on a 
modest subscription basis which would entitle them to general 
information and similar services. 

Such an association would undoubtedly increase both. the 
efficiency and the prestige of the industry, and we trust it will 
not be long before the building industry faces its responsibility 
in this matter. 


HOUSING STANDARDS 


HE Circular* issued last week-end to housing authorities 
by Mr. Dalton’s Ministry is a distinct step forward in the 
planning of local authority housing. Having stated that it is 





* Circular No. 38/51, Ministry of Local Government and Planning. 


May 4 195} 


not proposed to reduce the normal sizes for rooms, the Minister 
is now prepared to aliow much greater latitude to housing 
authorities—chiefly in that it is now left to local discretion to 
dispense with the minimum requirements of 900 ft. super for a 
3-bedroom house for five persons (or 750 ft. super for a 2. 
bedroom house for four persons), provided that the sizes of the 
individual rooms and total amount of living space do not fall 
below the present standards. A second w.c. need nof be 
provided so long as the remaining w.c. is separate from the 
bathroom. A tribute to the fact that many able architects 
have shown that it is possible by skilled planning to maintain 
high standards with smaller total superficial areas than as laid 
down by the Manuals is followed by a further concession by the 
Minister that he will not require house plans to be submitted 
to his Department for approval where these comply with the 
conditions of the circular and where they are prepared by 
qualified architects. Other suggestions for note by housing 
authorities are a variation of the 2-bedroom house for four 
persons to allow one double bedroom and two single ones 
within the range of 70-80 sq. ft.; an extended use of Duplex 
houses; and more attention to old people’s housing needs, 
directed towards the release of the larger houses in which many 
now live. 


The terms of the circular are such as justify in the fullest 
extent the work of those many architects who took part in the 
recent competition for low-cost housing organised by The 
Builder. The aim of that competition was to show what, by 
using the best architectural brains, could be done for the 
expenditure of £1,000, and the main principles established by 
the competition appear to have been incorporated in the new 
circular. If that circular has an omission it would seem to be 
in its avoidance of any reference to cost—cost as a guide to 
architects and cost as a basis of rent. It is significant that Mr. 
Dalton, in a speech on Saturday last outlining terms of the 
circular, said that “‘ the Government is still aiming at com- 
pleting 200,000 this year.”’ If the lessons of The Builder com- 
petition are properly digested, and the economies suggested by 
the circular obtained, this figure can surely be substantially 
increased. 





THE CHARTERHOUSE, 
LONDON, was _ severely 
damaged by enemy action 
in 1941, and is now being 
restored to plans by Lord 
Mottistone and Paul Paget, 
F.&L.R.I.B.A. Thirteen pen- 
sioners are returning to their 
quarters. Our illustration 
shows Wash House Court, 
the restoration of which has 
been completed. This court 
was virtually burnt out by 
the fire, though the walls 
remained _ standing, and 
these walls — most of 
them survivals of monastic 
buildings erected between 
the fourteenth and sixteenth 
centuries—have been 
preserved, and the court 
itself has been re-roofed. 
The new living quarters of 
the brethren are fitted with 
all modern comforts, 
including central heating. 
Three sides of Master’s 
Court are yet to be rebuilt 
and this, and the restoration 
of Great Chamber, will be 
undertaken next 
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ter . “14: Pr 

the building, as originally contemplated, 

ing NOTES AND NEWS extends from. Exhibition-road to Queen’s 

to . 6 . a Gate. 

a Ministerial Appointments en 

2. [HE departure from the Ministry of New “A.A.” President 

he Works of Mr. Richard Stokes, M.P., Mr. ANTHONY M. Cnurrty, M.A. 

all announced from 10, Downing-street, last F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., A.A.Dipl., has been 

be week, to take up the appointment of Lord appointed President of the Architectural 
Privy Seal, formerly occupied by Mr. Association for its 105th session commencing 

he Ernest Bevin, will not result in a complete on June 1 next. 

Cts severance of Mr. Stokes’ connection with 


the building industry, as the Prime Minister Professional Announcements 


in : 

iq. || proposes that he shall be responsible for 4 mx. 1. A. Cururorp, F.RIBA, FRILCS., 
h new department to be set up to deal with a.M.T.P.1, and Mr. L. A. Cuackerr, F.R.LB.A.. 
| ; raw materials generally. F.R.LC.S., practising as Messrs. L. A. CULLIFORD AND 
e F ; oi jaan te PARTNERS, 47, Essex-street, Strand, W.C.2, announce 
he To implement this decision a Bill is to be that by mutual agreement Mr. R. W. J. POLKINGHORNE, 
: laid before Parliament transferring certain A.R.IB.A., A.R.LCS., will relinquish his partnership 
by functions in connection with raw materials with effect from May 10, 1951. Mr. Polkinghorne is 


taking up an appointment in Kenya and his address from 


n e Board of Trade and the Ministr 
8 from th y May 14 will be c/o Messrs. Cobb, Archer and Scammell, 


st 





of Supply to this new department. In the 
meantime, responsibilities for raw materials 
will continue to be exercised as at present 
by the Board of Trade and the Ministry of 
Supply. Mr. Stokes will, in addition, con- 
tinue his responsibilities in connection with 
the Festival of Britain. 


Mr. George Brown, M.P., the new Minis- 
ter of Works, has been Joint Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture since 
1947. He is 35, and was at one time an 
official of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union and served on the Hert- 
fordshire War Agricultural Executive Com- 
mittee before entering Parliament as Member 
for the Belper division of Derbyshire in 
1945. Before his appointment as an Under- 
Secretary he was Parliamentary Private 
Secretary to the Minister of Labour’ and 
National Service and subsequently to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


By entrusting Mr. Stokes with overall 
powers to deal with the shortage of raw 
materials Mr. Attlee has placed this heavy 
responsibility upon an experienced man of 
business, for Mr. Stokes, who is 54, was 
formerly managing director of the Ipswich 
firm of Ransomes and Rapier, Limited. He 
has been Labour M.P. for Ipswich continu- 
ously since 1938, and during the war was 
a frequent critic of the Government’s tank 
production programme. 


The Science Museum’s Story 


AparT from the Festival of: Britain’s 
science section, which is to be exhibited 
in the new Science Museum Buildings, the 
Science Museum as such is also presenting 
a special Festival year exhibition entitled 


P.O. Box 58, Nairobi, Kenya Colony. 
DRAKE AND LAsSDUN, chartered architects, announce 


that from May 1, their address will be 63, Gloucester- 


place, London, W.1. Tel : Welbeck 3318/9 and 6878/9. 


COMING EVENTS 


Saturday, May 5 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS, MIDLANDS BRANCH. 
—A.G.M., White Horse Hotel, Congreve-street, Birm- 
ingham. 5 p.m. 

Monday, May 7 

R.1.C.S.—* Minerals Valuations Under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947,” by Mr. J. D. Trustram 
Eye, F.R.I.C.S., 12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 5.30 
p.m. 

R.I.C.S. (MIDDLESEX AND URBAN ESSEX JUNIOR 
BRANCH).—A.G.M. and also films on the problem of 
reconstruction of West Ham, to be shown by Mr, Thomas 
E. North, F.R.I.B.A. Beale’s Restaurant, 368, Holloway- 
road, N.7. 6.30 p.m. 

BritisH CoLourR CoUNCIL.—Fifth Designers’ Confer- 
ence—Reception. 13, Portman-square, W.1. 5.30. 
Conference opens following day at 10 a.m. 

LONDON CounTy CouNCIL.—Opening by H.R.H. the 
Duchess of Kent of exhibition of sculptute. Battersea 
Park. 3 p.m. Exhibition open to public from May 8 
to mid-September. 10 a.m. to dusk daily, including 
Sundays. 

B.B.C. THIRD PROGRAMME.—A talk on “ Post-War 
Housing,”’ by Mr. Oliver Cox, A.R.ILB.A. 7.35 p.m. 

FEDERATION OF PAINTING CONTRACTORS.—A.G.M. 
preceded by luncheon. 96, Piccadilly, W.1. 12.45 p.m. 








“THE BUILDER” 
INCREASE IN SUBSCRIPTION 
RATES 


As our readers will no doubt appreciate, 
the cost of paper and printing has risen 
steeply since the war, having exceeded 





Mr. George Brown, M.P., who succeeds 
Mr. Stokes as Minister of Works 





Tuesday, May 8 
LONDON MASTER’ BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION.—Area 
General Meeting of Central Area No. 3, Horse Shoe 
Hotel, Tottenham Court-road, W.C.1. 11.45 a.m, 
THE ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SocIETY.—Professor 
E. N. da C. Andrade, F.R.S., on “ Luminescence.” 
Royal Institution, Albemarle-street, W.1. 6 p.m. 


Wednesday, May 9 


’ Housinc Centre Trust.—‘ South African Housing 


Problems,” by Councillor A. Schauder, J.P. 13, Suffolk- 
street, Haymarket, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

L.M.B.A. (CENTRAL AREA No 1).—Luncheon to be 
followed by 97th Area meeting. Mr. W. E. Rice, C.B.E., 
J.P., Mayor of Westminster, is expected to attend. 
Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, Kensington High-street, 
W.8. 1 p.m. 

Thursday, May 10 

R.I.C.S. (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—‘‘ Modern Building 
and its Effects on the Architect and Quantity Surveyor,” 
by Mr. S. A. W. Johnson-Marshall, A.R.I.B.A. Talbot 
Restaurant, London Wall, E.C.2. 7.30 p.m. , 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Amended Results of Ulster Recreation 
Centre Competition 


OwInc to the ineligibility in the competi- 
tion “for the design of a recreation centre, 
organised by the Royal Ulster Society of 


* Architects, of Mr. F. A. Evans, who did not 


comply, with the residence or birth place con- 
ditions, Mr. Desmond Fitzgerald, B.Arch., 
A.R.L.B.A., the assessor, has announced an 


“Science Museum: Past and Future.” This h eis ; 258 
was opened on April 20, and continues || “"¢ most pessimistic expectations. amended result of the competition as 
throughout the duration of the Festival of || For the past four years we have set follows: — 

f Ist (£100): No. 13: A. H. Martin, 7, 


Britain exhibitions. Admission is free. 


The Science Museum, which receives a 
million visitors annually, plays a prominent 
part in spreading that knowledge of science 
and engineering which is essential in a scien- 
tific era. It was, therefore, considered 
appropriate this year for it to devote a gallery 
to telling the story of its own development. 
This story, like so many others, begins with 
the Great Exhibition of 1851, among whose 
Many consequences was the setting up of 
the South Kensington Museum of Science 
and Art in 1857. In 1909 the Science 
Museum began a separate existence and con- 
tinued to develop into the institution we 
know to-day. 


A dominating feature of the exhibition is 
4 group of three large pictures showing the 
Museuin in 1857; the museum district of 
South Kensington as it appeared from the 
air recently; and an artist’s impression of 

Museum as it may one day appear when 


our face against passing on to our 
readers any part of the increase in 
production costs, but the recent advances 
in the cost of both paper and printing, 
which in total have risen by 100 per cent. 
since 1948, now compel us to increase 
the price of “* The Builder’ to 1s. 3d. 
per copy as from June \st next. The 
new subscription rates will be £3 5s. 
annually, or £1 15s. for six months. 
The new rates will not apply to existing 
subscriptions, until their expiry. 


The advertisers, who have consistently 
supported us, also have borne part of 
the increase which, however, does not 
reflect the very large additional charges 
which, under present circumstances, we 
are compelled to pay. 




















Somerton-park, Belfast. 

2nd (£50): No. 12: C. F. D, Dunbar, 135, 
Ulsterville-avenue, Belfast. 

3rd (£25); No. 18: E. W. MacDonald, 
B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., 47, Lindsay- 
road, East Kilbride, Scotland. 


FROM “THE BUILDER ” OF 1851 
Saturday, May 3, 1851. 

GaAs AT STEVENAGE.—At a recent meeting 
of the inhabitants of Stevenage it was 
resolved to appoint a committee and canvas 
the town for shareholders and customers for 
a gas company to be established in order to 
light the shops and houses, and probably 
eventually the streets. Considering the 
smallness of this town, as we presume its 
rising importance since the Great Northern 
Railway was opened entitles it now to be 
called, the undertaking is a spirited one, well . 
worthy of praise as well as of imitation. 
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L.C.C. FLATTED HOUSING 


New Type Staircase-Access Plans 


‘WHE London County Council have an- 
nounced the preparation of new type 
plans for staircase-access flats, and these 
were shown in County Hall last week. They 
are ‘now illustrated. It is understood that 
new flats of the balcony-access type will be 
reported upon later. The designs have been 
prepared in the Department of the Archi- 
tect, Mr. Robert Matthew, A.R.I.B.A., Mr. 
H. J. Whitfield Lewis, A.R.I.B.A., being the 
Principal Housing Architect in charge. 


The London County Council’s long-term 
housing problem calls for a great variety of 
dwelling types in order to meet in a balanced 
way the varying requirements of the popula- 
tion, and with this object and with the idea 
of further improving amenities, type plans 


have been reviewed in the light of post-war 
building experienced and modern trends in 
planning and design. Particulars of the new 
“point” blocks of flats and superimposed 
maisonettes were reported on November 21, 
1950 (and illustrated in The Builder for 
November 24 and December 8 last), and 
three new types of flats have been approved, 
subject to minor alterations which will be 
embodied in the working drawings. The 
new flats, which are of the staircase-access 
type, are designated SA/A, SA/B and 
SA/C. 

As the bedroom accommodation in exist- 
ing types of flats is considered adequate, the 
main object in the new types is, by careful 
planning and economy of construction, to 





Staircase access type SA.A.3L: 3-room flat in 5-storey 
blocks: overall area, 656 sq. ft. 
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Staircase access type SA.A.3: 3-room flat in 3-storey blocks: 
overall area, 645 sq. ft, 
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increase the living areas without reducing 
the bedroom space. Special features of the 
new types are:—(i) large living-room with 
working-kitchen planned for occasional 
meals, (ii) large living-room with dining 
recess adjacent to working-kitchen, (jj) 
smaller living-room with larger dining. 
kitchen, both opening on to a private bal. 
cony, and (iv) an experimental “ through” 
living-room type. A _ brief description of 
these new types of flats is as follows:— 

Type SA/A—A flat with a working 
kitchen and eating space in the tiving-room, 
While it is expected that all main meals wil] 
be served in the living-room, there is room 
jn some ‘of the kitchens for occasional meals, 
The flats range from three to five rooms, 
The kitchens have access to the private bal- 
cony, thus enabling children on the balcony 
to be seen from the kitchen. The balcony 
can be used as an extension to the living. 
room and in summer meals can be taken 
on the balcony if desired. The five-room 
flats of this type have a dining recess in the 
living-room within easy reach of the kitchen, 

Type SA/B—This four-room flat is de- 
signed to provide a more open arrangement 
in the living areas of the flats. There will 
be a small lobby at the entrance door. The 
living and dining areas form a continuous 
room from front to back of the block, giving 
a double outlook which is particularly 
suitable on certain sites, e.g., where the 
view would otherwise be to the north. The 
bedrooms and bathroom are entered from 
a separate lobby beyond the living-room, 
thus providing greater privacy and quietness 
for these rooms than is afforded by the con- 
ventional arrangement. 

Type SA/C—These flats have from three 
to five rooms and there is space in the kit- 
chen for meals, so leaving the living-room 
free for other purposes. To provide this 
eating space in the kitchen, the kitchen 
fittings and equipment are concentrated at 
the rear end of the room. This arrange- 
ment has the advantage of providing a very 
useful space for ironing and other house- 
hold jobs and a space where children can 
do their homework. In the larger flats the 
larger size of the kitchen makes it virtually 
a second living-room. Both the dining- and 
the living-rooms have double glazed doors 
opening to the private balcony, which in 
summer would serve as an extension of the 
living-space of the flat. 


There is space for a pram in all flats 
served by lifts. Each type has been de- 
signed to permit a high degree of flexibility 
in the arrangement of units, so that blocks 
incorporating different kinds of accommoda- 
tion can be built up without alteration to 
the basic type plans. The choice of the 
types of flats to be constructed will depend 
on site conditions, the kind of accommoda- 
tion required and other factors. Details of 
the types will not be rigidly adhered to when 
site conditions make variation desirable. 

The new types of flats will provide, with 
some reduction of overall cost, improve 
ments in the space planning of the living 
areas and variety of accommodation 
arrangement and architectural treatment. 
The reduction of cost is estimated to be 
from £4 to £40 a room and up to £195 a 
flat. A more economical arrangement will 
be effected by the omission of small flats of 
one and two rooms from blocks with staif- 
case access. These small flats will be pro 
vided in the balcony-access types. 
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Exterior, before commencing restoration in May, 1950 





View of church pre-war, showing the compor ciborium 
which was completely destroyed in the blitz 


i ne picture that greeted the eye on April 26, when this 

Church was reopened in the presence of H.R.H. 
Princess Elizabeth, was a striking one ; an airy, light build- 
ing where the use of colour has been skilfully employed 
and the style and purpose of the original architect have been 


blended with the requirements of to-day. The work of 


restoration began in May last. It was decided that the side 
galleries should not be restored ; the west gallery, however, 


RESTORATION OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, WATERLOO ROAD 


(The Festival Church) 


THOMAS F. FORD, F.R.LB.A., 
ARCHITECT FOR RESTORATION 





View of church, looking east, showing condition of 
structure immediately before reconstruction 


was wanted for the choir and organ. This decision has led 
to the rearrangement of the interior as it now is. The original 
church was consecrated in 1824. The architect, Francis 
Octavius Bedford, designed it in the ‘“ Greek Revival” 
style, then in fashion. Intended to seat a large congrega- 
tion in what was then a wealthy district, the church was 
provided with galleries on three sides, with the organ in the 
west gallery. Stone staircases led to the galleries. Above 
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View looking east. Below: Mural of “ The Crucifixion,” painted by Hans Feibusch 


the west gallery and on either side of the 
organ were two small recessed galleries, 
for the Charity School children, approached 
by small subsidiary staircases ; the doors 
to these, and the main north and south 
stairs, together with the central entrance, 
account for the five doors beneath the Greek 
Doric portico. The Victorian era saw the 
substitution of oak panelling for a classical 
reredos at the east end. Subsequently, in 
1928, a plaster baldacchino was erected 
further west over a high altar. In Decem- 
ber, 1940, a high explosive bomb hit the 
church detonating in the easternmost 
roof truss without penetrating further. 
As a result, the copper-covered timber 
roof was wrecked together with the side 
galleries, the panelling at the east end, the 
baldacchino, and the organ. The structure 


of the church also suffered, for the top of 


the spire was loosened, the east gable fell 
down, and so did some of the stone cor- 
nice and frieze on the north side. All 
glass and window frames disappeared. 
The church stood thus for ten years, 
exposed to the weather, with the result 
that the remaining internal woodwork and 
the main flooring became completely rotted 
and useless and all the plaster came off the 
walls. The new roof is of steel construc- 
tion, covered with copper; the ceiling 
is in fibrous plaster, the panels being covered 
with acoustic material ; the whole of the 
mouldings and ornaments used are re- 
plicas of the original work, based upon those 
fragments which remained. Where new 
ornament has been required, it has been 
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carefully designed to match this refined 
Greek detail. The plaster reredos behind 
the altar is a reconstruction of the original. 
The new floor is formed of concrete and 
finished in olive green Granwood blocks. 
The west gallery has been redesigned and is 
carried out in steel and concrete. The 
heating system has been renewed through- 
out. The electric lighting installation is of a 
double character; there are six large 
chandeliers which give general surface 
lighting. They are supplemented by flood- 
lights concealed in the central paterae of 
the ceiling. At the east end, the original 
stained-glass window has been replaced by 
a fresco painting by Mr. Hans Feibusch, 
who has also painted the reredos panel. 


The general contractors were Messrs. 
Holliday and Greenwood, Ltd., who com- 
menced work in May last only, and the 
following were sub-contractors : 


Constructional steelwork, Measures Bros. (1911), 
Ltd.; heating installation, Norris Warming Co., Ltd. ; 
electrical installation, Thorn and Hoddle, Ltd.; 
stonemasonry and stone paving, Nine Elms Stone 
Masonry Works, Ltd.; copper roofing, R.W. Scott 
and Son, Ltd.; fibrous and solid plastering, Dejongs; 
acoustical treatment, May Acoustics, Ltd.; metal 
windows, Wotton (Croydon), Ltd.; metal window 
guards, Duke Waring and Crisp and Co.; glazing, 
James Hetley and Co., Ltd.; York stone paving, 
Wm. Knight, Ltd.; woodblock flooring, Stevens and 
Adams, Ltd.; floor paving, Granwood Flooring 
Co., Ltd.; rubber flooring, North British Rubber 
Co., Ltd.; lightning conductor, J. W. Gray and Son, 
Ltd.; restoration of clock faces, Gillett and Johnston, 
Ltd.; leather upholstery, A. J. Holliman and Son, 
Ltd. N. P. Mander, Ltd., carried out, under a 
separate contract, the installation of the organ, 
the organ casing and works in connection therewith 
being carried out by the general contractor. ST. JOHN’S CHURCH: Detail of pulpit. Below : Looking west 
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Houses at Hornchurch-road, Hornchurch. Below: Plans 


POLICE HOUSING FOR ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 


H. CONOLLY, F.R.I.B.A., 


COUNTY ARCHITECT 


N. H. F. BRAZIER, A.R.I.B.A., ASSISTANT ARCHITECT IN CHARGE OF POLICE HOUSING 


jae houses illustrated in this article are at Hornchurch 
and Aveley respectively, and represent two of four 
types of police houses now being built throughout the county. 
Those at Hornchurch, which are arranged in a group of 
eight around a cul-de-sac, are the standard (type A) semi- 
detached houses in general use, while those at Aveley 
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are a pair of semi-detached houses with offices (type B) used 
in rural areas. Other types being built are the single 
detached house and a detached house with office and garage. 
The standard semi-detached houses are erected mainly in 
pairs or small groups of four, six and eight. Traditional 
construction and design within the scope of the local 
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Pair of houses with office, Aveley. 


builder have therefore been adopted. External walls are 
I 1-in. cavity brickwork with 4$-in. brick partitions carried 
up two floors to ensure a strong rigid construction. Tile 
roofs have been adopted generally, and, in isolated cases, 
double Roman interlocking tiles have been used with good 
effect. Flat roofs to the outbuildings are of in situ rein- 
forced concrete finished with two layers of bitumen and felt. 
Floor finishes are coloured asphalt for the ground floor and 
boarding on timber joists for the first floor. The type B 
houses have been designed to provide a central office with 
direct access from the hall of each house. This arrangement 
enables both constables to be within easy reach and hearing 
of the office. The area of the office is 196 ft. and includes a 
public space with counter and a recess for wireless equipment. 
The houses, in common with all other types, have an area 
of 1,000 superficial feet excluding outbuildings. An 
important difference between police house plans and those 
of general housing work is the adoption of standard sizes 
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Below: Plans 


for rooms in all houses built by the police authority. For 
example, in Essex, the standard dimensions of living-rooms 
are 13 ft. by 12 ft. and 13 ft. by 10 ft. for sitting-rooms. It 
is a practice in the police force to move men from one 
district to another regularly. Standard room sizes and 
common dimensions of windows make easier the removal 
of linoleum floor coverings or the refixing of curtains. This 
was already a usual practice in Essex before the war, and 
pre-war sizes of rooms still continue to be used, even though 
new features of planning and equipment are provided. 

Other architects engaged on these schemes were Messrs. 
D. Senior, F.R.I.B.A., and K. D. Box, A.R.I.B.A., Deputy 
and Assistant County Architect respectively, and R. J. 
Heseltine, Architectural Assistant. 

The contractors for the Hornchurch houses were T. F. 
Nash Construction, Ltd., Romford, and for the Aveley 
houses, S. Cronin and Son, Brentwood. 

Principal sub-contractors for the Aveley scheme were: Tiling. 
Thomas Moy, Ltd.; plastering, F. J. Syrett and Sons, Ltd.; metal 
windows, Williams and Williams (Chester); mastic asphalt flooring. 
Pilkingtons Asphalte Co., Ltd.; electrical installations, J. A. Hayman 
(Electrical Engineers), Ltd.—At Hornchurch the following were employed 
Tiling, Stirling and Johnson; plastering, Johnson and Davies, Ltd.: 
metal windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; mastic asphalt flooring, 
Pilkingtons Asphalte Co., Ltd.; electrical installations, A.M.E.F. Elec- 
trical Co., Ltd 
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Front elevation 


CONVERSION OF LOUGHTON HALL FOR ESSEX C.C. 


TOOLEY AND FOSTER, F.&A.R.LB.A., ARCHITECTS. 


IN COLLABORATION WITH H. CONOLLY, F.R.I.B.A., COUNTY ARCHITECT 


Hall and theatre 
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OUGHTON HALL has been 
adapted by Essex County 
Council primarily for the accom- 
modation of the Debden Com- 
munity Association, but it is also 
in use temporarily as an infants’ 
school for 200 children. In addi- 
tion, a central kitchen, to supply 
500 meals a day, was required to 
assist with the feeding of other 
permanent schools on the estate 
which -had not yet got canteens. 
This kitchen, also at present shared 
with the Community Centre, will 
later revert to them for their own 
use. A small playground in the 
grounds also serves the Centre as a 
car park. 


The present Hall was completed 
in 1878 by the architect, William 
Eden Nesfield, and is built on the 
site of an earlier Hall which was in 
existence in the early part of the 
sixteenth century. In the course of 
time Inigo Jones was commissioned 
to reconstruct the main front, the 
staircase and the entrance hall. 
This old building had many asso- 
ciations with historical and literary 
characters of the past, among them 
Queen Elizabeth and Ben Jonson. 
It was destroyed by fire in 1836 
and Charles Dickens used the 
story of the fire in ‘‘ Barnaby 
Rudge.” As the building is in the 
centre of the Debden L.C.C. 
estate it was considered that the 
historical background and atmos- 
phere were worth preserving for 
recreational purposes. 


Lead thieves had stripped the 
box gutters, flashings and lead 
piping, and a very serious outbreak 
of dry rot had caused the total loss 
of a section of the roof, large 
sections of the upper floors (which 
had been temporarily shored) and 
the complete ground floor, with 
the exception of the hall and 
theatre. The external balconies and 
turned balustrading were beyond 
salvage. All windows and fittings 
had been badly damaged and, in 
many cases, destroyed by vandals. 


The upper floors were replaced 
in timber by trimming the cut-away 
sections with R.S.Js. and splicing 
on joist extensions. The patched 
floors were later sanded, stained 
and polished. The box gutters at 
eaves level were repaired and lined 
with reinforced asphalt. The 
boiler house stack, which had 
heavy oversailing courses, was 
unstable and had to be reduced in 
height, while the remaining 
chimney heads were rebuilt in 
their original form. 
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Reconstructed staircase in the entrance hall 


A box gutter at second floor 
level had to be removed and was 
replaced by a rendered band 
figured to match the treatment in 
the rendered gables, and capped 
with a drip course of tiles. 
Balconies were replaced with 
asphalt flats and a low’ coping. 
The ground floors were filled up 
solid and finished with % in. 
Accotiles. Lavatory cubicles are 
of light pressed steel construction, 
mainly of standard sizes but with 
some purpose-made sections. 


A small new store was erected 
at the stage end of the hall for 
storage of the portable stage and 
curtains and of the nesting steel 
chairs. The elaborate oak stair 
case was reconstructed to open up 
the circulation space in the entrance 
hall, and various partitions were 
removed to enlarge the general 
purposes room, the canteen and 
the kitchen. The painted pine 
panelling and moulded ceiling 
were saved and have now been 


restored to their original form. 


Messrs. E. C. Harris and Part- 
ners were the quantity surveyors. 
The contract was carried out on 
the day work plus fixed fee basis 
as used in war damage contracts, 
adapted to suit the occasion. 


Mr. H. D. Matthew, A.R.I.B.A., 
was the responsible assistant for 
Messrs. Tooley and Foster. The 
general contractors were F. R. 
Hipperson and Son, Ltd., and the 
clerk of works for Essex C.C., 
Mr. H. Lunn.  Sub-contractors 
and suppliers were as follows :— 

Heating, Eaton Bros. ; plumbing, 
J. S. Wright and Co., Ltd. ; electrical, 
Escott Bros., Ltd. ; dry rot treatment, 
Pestcure, Ltd.; Accotile, Neuchatel 
Asphalte Co., Ltd.; quarry tile, 
John Williams and Co. (Rotherhithe), 
Ltd.; roof tiling, J. J. Etridge, Jr., 
Ltd,; asphalt, Lawford Asphalte 
Co., Ltd.; portable stage, Airscrew 
Company and Jicwood, Ltd.; steel 
cubicles, William E. Farrer, Ltd. ; 
paints, Screeton (Paintmaker) ; floor 
polishing, Ronuk, Ltd. 
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HOUSING STANDARDS 


New Circular Allews Local Authorities 
Greater Freedom of Action 
T° 


secure a reduction in the cost of house 

building, the Ministry of Local 
Government and Planning have issued a 
circular (38/51) to local authorities on hous- 
ing standards. In the Minister’s view it would 
be wrong to approach this problem by fix- 
ing a Maximum cost for each house and 
then forcing down the standards of accom- 
modation and amenity to fit some arbitrary 
figure of total cost, the circular states. Mini- 
mum standards must continue to be laid 
down for all houses to be built by local 
authorities and the Minister desires to make 
it clear that he will not accept any reduc- 
tion in the standards laid down in the 
Housing Manuals for the size of individual 
rooms and for total living space. 


But many able architects have shown that 
it is possible by skilled planning to main- 
tain these standards within a smaller total 
superficial area than 900 ft. for a _three- 
bedroom house for five persons or 750 ft. 
for a two-bedroom house for four persons. 
The Minister has now, therefore, decided 
to leave it to the discretion of local authori- 
ties to dispense with the minimum require- 
ments of 900 ft. super for a three-bedroom 
house for five persons (or of 750 ft. for a 
two-bedroom house for four persons), pro- 
vided that the sizes of the individual rooms 
and the total amounts of living space do not 
fall below the present standards. The 
general planning of the houses must, of 
course, accord with modern requirements of 
comfort and amenity, and there must be no 
reversion to the kind of pre-war plans which 
the better building experience of the last five 
years has shown to be unworthy and 
obsolete, the circular goes on. 


The Minister has also decided to leave it 
to the discretion of each local authority to 
decide whether or not to*provide a second 
w.c. for houses with three bedrooms, but 
where only one w.c. is provided, this should 
be separate from the bathroom. 


The Minister attaches great importance 
to the employment of qualified technical 
officers on housing work, and any new 
housing plans, if prepared by a qualified 
architect, and provided they comply with 
the conditions in the circular, will not re- 
quire to be submitted for approval to the 
Ministry of Local Government and Plan- 
ning. But it is suggested that it may be 
helpful if architects, when preparing plans 
designed to take advantage of the wider dis- 
cretion now given to them, show these at 
the sketch stage to their Regional Officers. 


Smaller Bedrooms 


To provide for sex separation in families 
where there are two older children, a num- 
ber of local authorities have expressed the 
desire to build a proportion of three-bed- 
room houses for four persons, containing 
one double and two single bedrooms. This 
variation has the advantage of providing 
for families who would be inappropriately 
housed in the normal two-bedroom house 
and for whom a three-bedroom _five- 
Person house would be too large. The 
Minister is willing to leave it to the dis- 
cretion of individual local authorities to 
Provide a reasonable proportion of such 
houses, To avoid the danger of over- 
crowding the local authority should carefully 
ae that such houses are not occupied 
Y More than four persons. The size of 


single bedrooms should be within the 
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range of 70-80 sq. ft., to make clear that 
they are intended for occupation by one 
person only. 

The Minister has noted that local authori- 
ties have, for some years, been increasing 
the proportion of one- and two-bedroom 
houses in their programmes. He welcomes 
this in the interests of the old people, many 
of whom would be very happy to move into 
such houses, where they would live more 
comfortably than in larger houses, which 
are urgently needed for families with 
children. Such smaller houses are also 
suitable for the immediate needs of young 
married couples who should, of course, be 
offered a larger house as their family grows. 

A number of authorities have experi- 
mented with the Duplex type of house, con- 
sisting of a three-bedroom house of normal 
size, so planned that it may be temporarily 
occupied by two small families, usually in 
separate flats. The Minister thinks that 
such an arrangement may often be a useful 
element in local authority housing. 


Dr. Dalton’s Statement 

SPEAKING at Mangotsfield, Gloucestershire, 
on April 28, Dr. Dalton, Minister of Local 
Government and Planning, said that he 
wanted to make it possible for local authori- 
ties to get better housing value for their 
expenditure. “ While maintaining essential 
housing standards, I want to give them 
more freedom in working out their local 
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programmes,” he continued. “With costs 
rising, owing to higher wages and higher 
prices of materials, it is more important 
than ever to get full value for money spent 
on housing. I am against economies in 
living space, but in favour of economies in 
what is called circulation space. I am not 
prepared to reduce the present requirements 
for the superficial area of bedrooms and 
living-rooms. I regard these as essential 
standards.” 

The general planning of houses must meet 
modern requirements of comfort and 
amenity, and there must be no return to 
those pre-war plans which the better build- 
ing experience of the last five and a half 
years had shown to be unworthy and 
obsolete. ““We are not going back to 
rabbit hutches. Good housing is one of 
the first conditions of the health, happiness 
and morale of our people. And, in spite 
of the heavy demands which the defence 
programme will make upon building labour 
and materials, we are still aiming at com- 
pleting 200,000 houses in the United King- 
dom this year,” he said. 


“As regards the allocation of houses to 
local authorities, I repeat what I have 
already said several times since taking up my 
present office, that I am quite prepared to 
increase the allocations to local authorities 
who are quick and efficient in carrying out 
their building programmes at the expense of 
those who are slow and inefficient.” 


HOUSING MEDAL AWARDS 


Increasing Interest Displayed 


AWARDS for 1951 of housing medals and 

diplomas offered by the Minister of 
Local Government and Planning for the 
best-designed local authority urban and rural 
housing estates, in England and Wales, have 
now been completed on the recommenda- 
tions of the Regional Awards Committees. 
These annual awards, made for the first time 
last year with the support of the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects, aim to encourage a 
high standard of house design and estate 
planning, and to recognise outstanding 
examples. 

The 1951 awards were chosen from 358 
schemes completed during 1950, an entry 
which showed the increasing interest which is 
being taken in the awards by local authori- 
ties and architects. Last year’s awards were 
given for all post-war building schemes com- 
pleted in the four years ended in 1949, and 
there were some 450 entries. 

The Regional Awards Committees consist 
of nominees of the R.I.B.A., local architec- 
tural societies, the local authorities’ associa- 
tions and the Minister of Local Government 
and Planning. There is at least one woman 
on each. 

The medal recognises the work of the 
architect or designer responsible for the 
design of the estate selected in each case, and 
is awarded individually to that person, who 
also receives a diploma signed by the 
Minister and by the chairman of the Awards 
Committee. A similar diploma is presented 
to the local authority concerned. In judging 
the entries the Awards Committees have 
taken into account the layout and appearance 
of the estates and the architectural quality 
and internal planning of the houses. 

The Minister will present the medals and 
diplomas at the R.I.B.A. in June. 


The awards are as follows:— 


Northern: Hexham U.D.C., Garth Cottages: J. W. 
Hanson, jnr., L.R.I.B.A., 123, Northumberland-street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


South Westmorland R.D.C., Milnthorpe: E. Middleton 
and T. M. Jones, 1, Queen-street, Lancaster. 


East and West Riding: Bridlington B.C., West Hill 
Estate: C. E. Culpin, F.R.I.B.A., 3, Southampton-place, 
London, W.C.1. 


Tadcaster R.D.C., Highfields, Aberford: A. J. Steel, 
A.R.LB.A., 199, Anlaby-road, Hull. 


North Midland: Lincoln County B.C., Hartsholme 
Estate: P. F. Burridge, F.R.I.B.A., City Architect, Lincoln. 


Eastern: Hemel Hempstead Dev. Corpn., Adeyfield 
Neighbourhood Unit: H. K. Ablett, F.R.I.B.A., Chief 
Architect to the Corporation. 


Epping R.D.C., Parkfields, Roydon: R. O. Foster, 
A.R.1.B.A., Buckhurst Hill. 

London: Esher U.D.C., The Grove: G. Blair Imrie, 
F.R.I.B.A., 18, Orchard-street, Bristol, 1. 


Stoke Newington M.B.C., Amwell Court: J. F. Howes 
and F. L. Jackman, F/F.R.I.B.A., Verulam-buildings, 
Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 

Southern: Winchester City Council, Stanmore Estate: 
H. and P. Sawyer, F/A.R.1.B.A., Queen Anne Chambers, 
Winchester—in association with Mort and Howard. 


Amersham R.D.C., Sheepcote Dell, Holmer Green: 
J. F. Watkins, L.R.I.B.A., 7 and 8, Queen-street, High 
Wycombe. 

South Western: Isles of Scilly Council, Porth Cressa: 
A. G. Bazeley, A.R.I.B.A., 15/16, Alverton, Penzance. 


Axminster R.D.C., The Orchard, Kilmington: F. S. 
Kett, L.R.I.B.A., Trinity-square, Axminstei. 


Midland: Kingsway Housing Assn., Burton House 
Estate, Stafford: E. B. Norris, F.R.I.B.A.,"134, Newport- 
road, Stafford. 

Stratford R.D.C., Ullenhall : F.W. B. Yorke, F.R.L.B.A., 
36, Calthorpe-road, Edgbaston. 

North-Western: Lytham St. Annes War Memorial 
Housing Assn., Memorial Scheme, Church Road: T. 
Mellor, A.R.I.B.A., Market Hall, Lytham St. Annes. 


South-Eastern: Cuckfield U.D.C,, Box’s Nursery, 
Lindfield: J. L. Denman, F,R.I.B.A., 27, Queens-road, 
Brighton. 

Guildford R.D.C., Seale Village: Mr. A.J. Horsfield, 
A.R.LB.A. (architect responsible for designs), Mr. J. W. 
Wilton, Surveyor to Guildford R.D.C. (responsible for 
contract). 

Wales: Newport County B.C., Gaer-Stelvio Neighbour- 
hood Unit: J. Blackett, F.R.ILB.A., Borough Architect. 


Newton and Llanidloes R.D.C., Lilandinam: J. B. 
Cooper, F.R.1.B.A., 177, Corporation-street, Birmi 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks ef correspondents, who will 
oblige we if they will express thei? views as briefly 
as possible.) 


Courses in General Foremanship 


To THE EpiTor oF The Builder 
IR,—Your readers will, I am sure, be 
interested to know that my committee 
are informed that courses in general foreman- 
ship are now available in the following 
places : — 


Birmingham Liverpool 
Blackpooi Llanelly 
Bristol Luton 

Brixton Maidstone 
Burnley Manchester 
Cambridge Norwich 
Canterbury Nottingham 
Cardiff Rugby 
Chelmsford Sheffield 
Coventry Southampton 
Croydon Stoke-on-Trent 
Darlington Stockport 

East Ham Stroud 

Exeter Swansea 
Folkestone Swindon 
Gloucester Tottenham 
Hammersmith Walthamstow 
High Wycombe Wandsworth 
Ipswich Watford 
Leeds West Hartlepool 
Leicester Wolverhampton 
Lewisham York 


About one-third of the courses available 
are being run in accordance with the syllabus 
which was drawn up by the ad hoc Commit- 
tee for the Training of General Foremen and 
published with that committee’s report in 
July, 1948. The other courses, for the most 
part, vary in type between modifications of 
that full course and preliminary courses of 
about ten lectures on subjects of interest to 
foremen, or discussion groups. There are 
also some courses which are in preparation 
for a certificate issued by the Institute of 
Industrial Administration. 

In many localities, the fact that suitable 
lecturers were not available has necessitated 
the holding, initially, of a less comprehensive 
course than would otherwise have been 
attempted. The ideal lecturer for general 
foremanship subjects is not easily found. My 
committee consider that he must have practi- 
cal experience of the industry, if he is to 
carry the necessary weight with the experi- 
eneed men he has to teach, and it isverymuch 
with this need in mind that they are anxious 
to sponsor some courses for likely lecturers 
as soon as possible. As a beginning, and as 
an experiment in this field, it is hoped that 
it will be possible, with the co-operation of 
the Brixton School of Building, to hold there 
during the summer months this year an in- 
tensive week-end course for lecturers from 
the London area. Later in the year, we hope 
to be able to organise a further course which 
would be open to prospective lecturers from 
all over the country. 


I should perhaps mention that the member- 
ship of my committee, which was formed 
generally to keep foremanship training in the 
building industry under review, is drawn from 
the Ministry of Education, the Association of 
Principals of Technical Institutions, the 
Association of Technical institutions, General 
Foremen’s Associations, the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers and (in 
a consultative capacity) the Institute of 
Builders. The actual membership is largely 
the same as that of the original ad hoc 
committee which it replaced. 

In conclusion, my committee would like 
to take this opportunity of acknowledging 
and expressing their appreciation of the very 
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great assistance and co-operation they have 
received throughout in this matter of train- 
ing for general foremanship from technical 
colleges all over the country. 
J. A. PATON WALKER, Secretary, 
Standing Committee for the 
Training of General Foremen. 


82, New Cavendish-street, W.1. 


The Plasterer Trade: Specification by 
Numbers 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder 


SRI was interested in your article on 

The Plasterer Trade in your issue of 
April 20, and its treatment in bills of quan- 
tities. Although I share your contributor’s 
enthusiasm for the simplification and stan- 
dardisation that could be obtained by making 
greater reference to British Standard Specifi- 
cations and Codes of Practice, I am not a 
little concerned at the ultimate result of the 
tendency he recommends. 


Each contractor and sub-contractor will 
have to have fairly extensive libraries of 
these specifications and codes before pricing 
a bill such as-the example quoted. It is true 
that they should possess most of these and 
that they will, as the author says, find 
them “very interesting reading,” but 
they will either have to refer to them 
constantly while pricing such a bill, or 
memorise them all; which, I suppose, is very 
salutary. Let us, however, look ‘a little 
further: there are eight documents referred 
to in the plasterer preamble; to discover 
how many there would be in a complete bill 
of quantities I listed those quoted in a bill 
prepared as suggested and filled two and a 
half foolscap sheets with numbers and titles, 
all different. It is clear we shall have to 
have refresher courses for builders. 


Unfortunately they are not all equally use- 
ful; useful that is to the contractor. Take 
the first one mentioned in the example quoted 
in your article: “The lime shall be Hydrated 
Lime as B.S. 890.” It is doubtful whether 
the contractor needs to bother his head with 
this B.S., and he could quite happily pass the 
clause on to the hydrator of lime. Unfor- 
tunately, however, he is not likely to find 
that out until he has bought B.S. 890. 

The system may be beautifully compact 
and streamlined, but is it fair to specify by 
quoting a string of book titles? Surely it 
would be better for the quantity surveyor, or 
on occasions the architect, when writing 
specifications or preambles to use the 
language of the Codes of Practice, but so to 
word his clauses that they are equally clear 
whether the B.S. or C.P. numbers are 
inserted or not. After all, if we are not 
careful we shall reach a point where speci- 
fication by numbers ceases to be more pre- 
cise, but becomes as vague as the phrase 
“The whole works shall be carried out in 
accordance with the latest British Standard 
Specifications and Codes of Practice ”; there’s 
“streamlined quantities” for you! 

Seriously now, may I warn those who 
write specifications that these semi-official 
documents often specify only the minimum 
acceptable standard and not the desirable 
standard for a particular class of building, 
and to quote them without understanding 
them is often to lose the initiative. Let us 
use them to dispel many dusty and meaning- 
less phrases, but it was always intended that 
they should be our servants, not our masters. 

What I have said so far applies to any 
trade, but there is something applicable only 
to plastering which should be mentioned in 
this connection. B.S. 1191 and C.P. 211 
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subdivide gypsum-plasters chemically int, 
four, classes, and quote branded names for 
the plasters in each class, but they do not 
mention that the physical properties of ajj 
the brands in one class are by no means 
identical. Among the twenty brands of 
Class B retarded hemihydrate plasters the 
weights per cubic foot vary almost from 
40 lb. to 80 Ib., which means that a speci. 
fication of 1:3 by volume would give inade. 
quate results if a lightweight plaster were 
chosen when a heavyweight plaster was 
intended. It is only safe to quote a Class R 
retarded hemihydrate plaster to BS 119) 
without mentioning the brand if the 
portions are specified by weight instead of, 
as is usual, by volume. In so far as they 
ignore this aspect, the plastering codes tend 
to be misleading; nevertheless, they are q 
great advance on anything previously pub. 
lished and represent some most valuable 
research. 

In conclusion, may I also recommend the 
National Building Studies Bulletin No, ¢ 
(6d.) and M.O.W. Advisory Leaflet No, ? 
(2d.), both of which deal with the same 
subject as B.S. 1191 and C.P. 211 and might 
equally well be cited in specifications unless 
of course the contractor possesses one of the 
others; or should he be expected to buy them 
all? 

RALPH E. BULLOcK, 
A.R.LC.S., A.LArb, 
35, Dorset-street, W.1. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder 
GJR—In your issue of April 20 a quantity 

surveyor draws attention to the use of 
British Standards and Codes of Practice in 
an article on The Plasterer Trade. Unfor- 
tunately he has made a common mistake and 
given an example of the incorrect type of 
reference. 

I quote: “ The plasterboard shall be as BS. 
1230” “12 yds.—sup. Plasterboard as des- 
cribed,” etc. Since B.S. 1230 covers six types 
of plasterboard with one in three thicknesses 
the bill should obviously state the type in 
addition to the B.S. reference. 

ANOTHER QUANTITY SURVEYOR. 

London, N.13. 

Dry Rot in Buildings 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder 
IR,—My attention has been drawn toa 
letter on dry rot in buildings in your 
issue of April 13, in the second paragraph 
of which occurs a statement which calls for 
comment. I refer to the remarks concerning 
Lentinus lepideus, which is credited with 
being immune to creosote. 

This is very much of an overstatement as 
in practically every case of decay in creosoted 
timber due to this fungus infection begins 
untreated or imperfectly treated wood and 
never in wood which has received adequate 
treatment. If your correspondent is in aly 
doubt about this, I suggest that he approaches 
the Forest Products Research Laboratory # 
Princes Risborough for confirmation. Itis 
true that if the fungus can establish itself 
in untreated parts of a sleeper or other 
timber it can render creosote in adjaceat 
treated wood more or less innocuous, but t 
cannot infect wood which has 
adequately impregnated under pressure ¢ 
cept through deep cracks which may ult 
mately develop and allow the fungus to reach 
those parts which have not been impregna 

H. A. Cox, Secretary, 
British Wood Preserving 
Association. 
21, College Hill, E.C.4. 
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iNew Towns in England and New England 


Professor Holford and the Minister of Local Government and 
Planning at the Architectural Association 


AN ordinary meeting of the Architectural 
4% Association was held at 36, Bedford- 
e, W.C.1, on April 25, the president, 
S. E. T. Cusdin, in the chair. The 
principal business of the meeting was to hear 
an address by Professor William G. Holford, 
FR.LB.A., entitled “‘ New Towns in England 
and New England.” Among others present 
was Dr. Hugh Dalton, Minister of Local 
Government and Planning, and when the 
formal business of the meeting had been con- 
cluded the president called on Dr. Dalton to 
introduce Professor Holford to the meeting. 


Dr. DALTON said there had lately been 
some degree of tension politically, and this 
had made it impossible for him to give as 
much attention as he would have liked to 
the study of the documents furnished to him 
in connection with this lecture; but he was 
very conscious of the importance of those 
things for which the Architectural Association 
stood. The Association was a school of 
architecture modern and adventurous, but not 
without tradition. So long as he held the 
office that he did at present he would do 
his utmost to promote good architecture and 
the importance of the architect in the plan- 
ning of the world. He was sending a circular 
to local authorities about the design of 
houses, and in this leaflet he repeated that 
any local authority worth the name would 
employ a qualified architect for its housing 
scheme. 

He was a great supporter of the new towns 
movement. Architects and planners had now 
the opportunity to build on quite fresh and 
hitherto unspoiled sites. Some new towns 
had gone better than others. Their plan- 
ning and erection offered a great opportunity 
to architects of which he hoped advantage 
would be taken. He was most anxious that 
the new towns which had been agreed on 
should begin to be built. 


London should not have been allowed to 
grow after the first world war, Dr. Dalton 
continued, but since then, unfortunately, 
it had increased industrially as well 
as Temaining the heart of government, 
administration, culture and money changing. 
The building of factories along the Great 
West-road and elsewhere was a_ horrible 
deviation from proper planning. ‘It would be 
wonderful if we could reverse that tendency, 
and we must try and prevent the further 
misplanning of London. He wished to see 
architecture and expert opinion playing their 
Proper parts in this field of planning, and he 
fully appreciated the work done by Professor 
Holford and others who were applying fresh 


- and keen perception to these prob- 
s. 


squat 
Mr. 


New Town Movement in U.S.A. 


PROFESSOR HOLFoRD said that twentieth 
century towns did not exist in New England, 
but the idea of organising, designing and 
building model communities permeated the 
Whole of American planning thought. There 
Was a New Town movement in the United 
States but new town machinery, such as was 
Provided by our New Towns Act of 1946, 
did not exist in New England. All the 
pennical, administrative and financial prob- 
ms which our system was designed to solve 
‘xisted there, and American students, re- 
*arch workers and others visited this 
‘ountry and recorded their impressions. 





Considering the question of the rent paying 
capacity of the average industrial or agricul- 
tural family in a new town, Professor 
Holford said that in America rent was usually 
a higher proportion of the total family 
income than it was here. For the Harvard 
New Town Study of 1950 the following 
assumptions had been made: (a) New houses 
could not be built for families with an annual 
income of less than £535; (b) from this level 
upwards to £3,570 rents of from 25 to 26 
per cent. of income could be obtained, while 
above that level the proportion of rent to 
family income decreased; (c) in the antici- 
pated population of the new town there were 
about 14 wage earners to every ten families. 
These were the assumptions, but taking the 
whole of the United States 25 per cent. of 
income going in rent was nearer the maxi- 
mum than the average; and the American 
Public Housing Administration tended to 
establish a basis of 20 per cent. Even so in 
all the circumstances the lowest paid American 
workers were condemned to remain in urban 
slums and rural shacks, of which the latter 
existed in great numbers. 


When the assumptions on which the Har- 
vard New Town study was based were 
related to the estimated population structure 
and wage levels on the one hand, and on the 
other to the actual cost of construction, it 
was seen that to make ends meet half the 
families in a satellite town would have to be 
in public housing and another quarter would 
require a small element of subsidy in the 
shape of low interest Government loans to 
housing co-operatives with repayment over 
a long period. But this was for the United 
States a politically impossible situation, and 
it explained why there were no completed 
new towns in New England. To create new 
towns there an overriding national motive 
was required such as a peacetime planning 
campaign of phenomenal dimensions or a 
wartime emergency. Also new town housing 
would have to be financed as part of the 
housing and redevelopment programme of 
the entire metropolitan region of which each 
new town formed a part. These two condi- 
tions had not been present. 


In England and Wales, with a land area 
very nearly as great as that of New England, 
and with five times the population, with the 
central planning authority and with guide 
posts such as the Greater London plan, we 
had gone some way towards satisfying these 
conditions. Nevertheless the same practical 
difficulties had to be met on both sides of 
the Atlantic, and the greatest of these was 
the gap between purchasing power and con- 
struction costs. For the Harvard New Town 
study of 1950 the following costs per sq. ft. 
had been taken: For terrace houses 71s. 6d.; 
for three-floored blocks of flats, 78s. 6d.; and 
for six-floored blocks of flats with lifts, 
92s. 9d. and upwards. 


American Prices 


At the present time the cheapest private 
housing in America was that of Levitt 
Brothers building at Levittown, Long Island. 
This was 63s. 9d. per sq. ft. and in this case, 
as each house contained an unfinished attic 
which the owner could convert at his own ex- 
pense into two small rooms, the strictly com- 
parable costs might be somewhat less. The 
purchase price of one of Levitt’s houses two 
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years ago had been £2,850 while that of the 
cheapest family house in a new town had 
been about £3,500. The latter figure would 
make the economic rent about £175 a year 
as a minimum. Thus, if a worker was to 
pay a quarter of his income in rent he must 
earn annually about £714 to do so. More- 
over he must either limit his household to 
four people or else overcrowd it. In this 
country construction cost? before the recent 
increases in wages, timber and freight charges 
had been, for a two-bedroomed terrace house 
of 860 sq. ft., 29s. 6d. per sq. ft.; for a three- 
bedroomed semi-detached house of 1,070 
sq. ft., from 27s. 6d. to 31s. 6d.; for blocks 
of three-storeyed flats, 35s. 4d.; and multi- 
storeyed flats with lifts, 47s. 6d. 


With development costs from £2,400 to 
£2,750 per acre, and making allowances for 
present increases, the purchase price of the 
cheapest two-bedroomed dwelling in a new 
town would be about £1,700 and the 
economic rent would be at least 45s. a week. 
But this rent was considerably lowered by a 
subsidy of £16 10s. a year from the Exchequer 
and £5 10s. a year from the Ministry in lieu 
of rate contribution. Nevertheless it was 
doubtful whether a New Town Corporation 
could afford to let its small houses at less 
than 22s. 6d. a week exclusive of rates, and 
these might add anything from 7s. to lls. 
a week. Thus on a family income of £6 
a week rent and rates represented 25 per 
cent. or over. 


Rent Paying Capacity 


The gap between residential costs and 
rent paying capacity was, therefore, of much 
the same order here as in the United States, 
and here, also, the lowest paid worker could 
not aspire to any sort of dwelling in a new 
town. 


Professor Holford said he dwelt on this 
aspect of the subject because a planner must 
know what he had to do before he started 
to design; and if the planner was faced 
with a gap beween construction costs and 
income he might find himself deeply 
involved in the bridging of that gap. In 
America, as here, the most important tasks 
were, first, the maintenance and improve- 
ment of standards of planning and layout, 
and at the same time the reduction of hous- 
ing costs and thus of rents. This seemed 
like a contradiction in terms, but he believed 
that the creative impulse of architects would 
burst out in one direction or another and a 
new and better environment would be 
designed at no greater cost. Assuming that 
ways were found of building cheaper and 
smaller houses—but not necessarily smaller 
rooms—the next question was whether 
other standards in the new towns could be 
kept high; because obviously merely cheap 
rents without marked advantages in other 
directions would not make new towns worth 
building. | Here the Harvard studies were 
interesting. They had shown that certain 
fabricating and _ processing industries, 
scientific research institutions, and insurance 
and clerical offices could be induced to 
consider new town locations; and _ these 
were likely to provide in early days the 
slightly higher average purchasing power 
required to get things going. The same 
theory was held here but in practice the 
results had been very uncertain as between 
one new town and another. 


The next thing to be considered was 
mobility, and in this respect there was an 
enormous difference between this. country 
and America. People there were much less 
inclined to remain in a particular house or 
town ; and from this cause change was more 
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frequent there than here. Mobility was 
further greatly increased by the private auto- 
mobile: ‘“ Automobility,” as it was called, 
led to an entirely different problem of lay- 
out. The motor car needed as much space 
as a person, consequently densities were 
kept lower. Further, it enabled houses and 
shops to be much more loosely strung out. 
In the larger regional shopping centres in 
America a good deal of the leisure of 
women was devoted to shopping, and they 
would willingly motor ten or 20 miles to 
spend a morning and perhaps have lunch 
in such a centre. Thus, like the parent 
stores in town, the shops served the whole 
metropolitan region and not the nearest 
suburb only. 


Churches and fraternity houses were 
encouraged to group themselves so as to 
share in parking areas. The town hall and 
the main hall of the high school were some- 
times neighbours for the same reason. Golf 
clubs. hospitals, restaurants and residential 
hotels could be farther away from the centre 
of population than is common with us. 
More important still, factories and works 
could function quite comfortably outside the 
pedestrian circuit of the town. On the 
whole automobility was an advantage to the 
organic decentralised communities which 
were satellites to a’ great metropolitan 
centre, but it brought its own problems, the 
most taxing for the planner being those of 
parking and garaging, and those which 
resulted from the liberal application of the 
slogan “ the car at the door.” The advant- 
ages depended on intelligent layout and 
low density, and probably the chief one was 
the striking contrast with the congested 
central areas of great cities. There, 
extreme mobility led often to paralysis, and 
always to a wasteful expenditure of nervous 
energy. 


Traffic Paralysis 


In a series of 35 lantern slides, which 
followed, Professor Holford _ illustrated 
various points of his lecture. The paralysis 
of traffic in a great artery of New York 
showed the inefficiency of the big town and 
the escape value of a house and workplace 
in the country. Other slides showed 
actually existing new towns and the plans 
of the Harvard Study Group. Industrial 
villages of the Saltaire, Bournville and Port 
Sunlight type were, said Professor Holford, 
to be found all over the Eastern States, and 
in this tradition there was Chicopee, in 
Georgia. a mill town built by the Chicopee 
Manufacturing Company, and housing about 
3,000 people. A much more important 
development was Radburn—this was a mile- 
stone in the progress of the new town idea 
in America. It carried on the neighbour- 
hood principle developed elsewhere and 
produced the safety principle of residential 
planning. By this safety principle vehicular 
circulation was functionally separated from 
pedestrian; each neighbourhood became 
a “ superblock ” covering from 36 to 40 acres, 
with internal circulation entirely pedestrian 
and vehicular circulation entirely outside. 
This town had been built for workers in a 
neighbouring silk manufacturing town. It 
had failed in the depression of the 1930's, 
but the ideas it had developed had remained 
and been further developed in Greenbelt, 
Baldwin Hills and elsewhere. 

Subsequent illustrations showed the “super- 
block ” developing until in one suggested site 
it was to cover 400 acres. Other slides 


showed the Harvard studies becoming ever 
more traffic conscious. 
neighbourhood was 


In Sudbury, each 
grouped round an 











elementary school, six neighbourhoods 
round a junior high school, while the two 
wings of the town focused on the high 
school. Each shopping centre supplied 
three small neighbourhood units. The 
main centre and industry were both some 
distance from the houses. Of this design, 
Professor Holford said that unless you used 
a motor car you could not live in the town 
and get comfortably to the centre for any 
purpose. 

Some illustrations of new towns in this 
country and some schemes that had been 
carried out in the United States were shown 
for comparison. These included Park- 
chester, a suburb of New York, and Fresh 
Meadows. Here were 11,000 people in 
3,000 apartments, of which only three per 
cent. were empty or changing hands while 
Professor Holford was _ there. Fresh 
Meadows covered about 180 acres, and 
housed about 60 people to the acre It had 
two 13-storey apartment houses, the rest of 
the town consisting of two- and three-storey 
houses and flats of very diverse accommoda- 
tion. 


Good and Bad Design 


DAME EVELYN SHARP (Deputy Secretary, 
Ministry of Local Government and Planning) 
said that new towns were not being built 
in the United States ; but in this country 
there were several places where you could 
see the whole shape of the new town 
appearing on the ground, as well as a great 
deal of detailed construction. She could see 
from the slides that whatever we were doing 
here it was better than in America. Some 
of the houses designed by architects in our 
new towns were beautiful, but others were 
awful. 


SIR PATRICK ABERCROMBIE said he had been 
disappointed when visiting New England, 
but he-had seensomething interestingin other 
parts of the United States, e.g., outside New 
York and ‘at Pittsburgh. Twenty-five miles 
outside Chicago there was another interesi- 
ing example. One point that had interested 
him very much at Fresh Meadows, and also 
at Greenbelt, was the magnificence of the 
shopping centre. The aim was to encourage 
people to come shopping from a very wide 
range. Something of the sort might be done 
here on a smaller scale. At Stevenage a 
shopping centre was being built which would 
be something quite new in this country. 
Once you got inside that shopping centre it 
was completely pedestrian. 


Other speakers followed and Professor 
Holford briefly replied. 


A vote of thanks was passed to him, and 
the president closed the meeting. 


FESTIVAL ARCHITECTURE AT 
POPLAR 


IN CONNECTION with the article on the 
Festival of Britain architecture at Poplar 
(published in our last issue) it should have 
been stated that the whole of the layout 
of the Festival site was designed by Messrs. 
Hening and Chitty, who also were the archi- 
tects for the Town Planning Pavilion, the 
Administration Block, the various lavatory 
blocks, the general decorative treatment to 
the site and arrangement of bollards, street 
signs, benches, notice boards, etc., giving the 
circulation route around Lansbury. Messrs. 
Hening and Chitty were also appointed co- 
ordinating architects for the whole of the 
work of this Festival site. Mr. J. Godfrey- 
Gilbert, who was erroneously credited with 
the work, was technical co-ordinating officer 
for the Festival office. 
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I.U.A. CONGRESS 
Currency Arrangements 


ARCHITECTS from the United Kingdon 
proposing to attend the Congress of th 
International Union of Architects jg 
Morocco in September will be able to dry 
French currency additional to and apart frop 
their basic annual allowance for holiday py. 
poses. The Bank of England have agreed 
to the provision of currency at the rate o 
£5 per day for a period of ten days for arehj. 
tects attending the Congress, but this Conces- 
sion will not be extended to their wives o; 
families. The latter will have to draw op 
their basic annual allowance of £100, 


Applications for currency should be dea} 
with through Messrs. Thos. Cook and Sop, 
Berkeley-street, Piccadilly, W.1, who yi 
arrange for the form “T.2.” to be counter 
signed by the Secretary, R.I.B.A. Mesgrs 
Thos. Cook and Son have also been ep. 
trusted with the collection of the Conference 
registration fee of 3,500 francs, which mus 
be deducted from the currency allotment 


These arrangements do not, of course, pre: 
vent architects from drawing on their annua 
holiday currency allowance of £100 which 
if they wish they may spend additionally 
while in Morocco. 


OBITUARY 
Arnold F. Hooper, O.B.E., T.D., F.R.LB.A. 


Mr. Arnold F. Hooper, O.B.E., TD, 
F.R.I.B.A., F.R.I-C.S., whose death was re 
ported in The Builder last week, studied 
architecture at the Architectural Association, 
and was elected an A.R.I.B.A. in 1919 anda 
P.A.S.I. in 1921. In 1922 he joined Mr. 
Belfrage in partnership, and his election as an 
F.S.I. took place in 1926, and as an 
F.R.I.B.A. in 1933. 

His firm has been responsible for a number 
of houses in Beckenham and elsewhere, and 
has acted as architects for Messrs. J. Sains- 
bury for over 20 years. In addition, it has 
recently completed the restoration of Becken- 
ham Parish Church and been responsible for 
various factory additions, the Stewart Flem- 
ming School, Beckenham, some flats a 
Bromley and an appreciable amount of war 
damage repairs. 


For nearly 25 years Mr. Hooper was 2 
member of the committee of the South-West 
London Branch of the R.I.C.S., being. chair 
man in 1937-8. He did useful work for the 
R.I.B.A., representing it on several commit 
tees of the British Standards Institution. He 
was also president of the Beckenham Plan 
ning Group, of which he was one of the 
founders. 


Mr. Percy Gray, A.R.I.B.A., Mr. Hooper’ 
partner, of the firm of Hooper, Belfrage and 
Gray, wishes to announce that the practice 
will continue as hitherto under the same 
name at the same address: Norfolk Hous. 
Norfolk-street, W.C.2. 


E. J. Thomas, F.R.1B.A., 

M.LStruct.E. 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
Ernest James Thomas, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.LCS, 
M.LStruct.E., of Messrs. Ernest J. Thomas 
Jolly and Grant, of Portsmouth, Hants. 




















F.R.LCS, 





Aluminium Development Association 


The annual general meeting of i 
Aluminium Development Association Ws 
held on April 20, when Mr. Austyn Reynolds 
B.A., A.M.LMech.E., A.F.R.Ae.S., was elt 
ted president for 1951-2. 
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COST OF NEW TOWNS 


£5,990,830 Advanced by March, 1950 


CCOUNTS showing the advances made 
v: to the development corporations of 
the New Towns have been issued by the 
Government as a Blue Book, New Towns 
Act, 1946, Accounts 1949-50 (Stationery 
Office, 3s.). 

The Comptroller and Auditor General, 
Sir Frank Tribe, states in his report that 
total advances to development corporations 
out of sums issued from the Consolidated 
Fund amounted at March 31, 1950, to 
£5,990,830, of which £4,929,142 was paid in 
1949-50. The accounts of the corporations 
include this year the first accounts of the two 
corporations for Glenrothes and Basildon 
established on October 25, 1948, and 
February 3, 1949, respectively. The first 
accounts of two more corporations, for 
Bracknell and Cwmbran, established in 
October and November 1949, will be 
presented in 1950-51. 

Expenditure on land, buildings and main 
services totalled £4,779,961 in 1949-50, as 
compared with £541,768 in 1948-49. The 
total value of the capital assets of the cor- 
porations at March 31, 1950, was £6,405,261 
which is made up of £5,474,791 for land, 
buildings and main services, £119,493 for 
furniture, fittings, plant, equipment and 
transport, and £810,977 for other develop- 
ment expenses (including £560,528 revenue 
deficits capitalised). The largest item in the 
figure of £5,474,791 is £2,955,118 for 
Welwyn Garden City. 

The report states that Welwyn Garden 
City Development Corporation bought 
certain land and buildings from Welwyn 
Garden City, Limited, for £2,800,000, and in 
the expectation that the estate would pro- 
duce a substantial revenue surplus the 
Ministry proposed that the usual grant of 
50 per cent. towards initial revenue 
deficiency for the first financial year should 
be cut to 25 per cent. The corporation’s 
estates, however, were responsible for £6,092 
of their total revenue deficit in the year and 
the Treasury agreed to the grant being 
maintained at the higher rate for that year. 


Rent Policy 

Sir Frank Tribe states that he has not 
yet seen any decision on the general policy 
to be followed in fixing rents for houses 
or for other property, but the reports of 
some English corporations indicate that they 
are relating house rents to costs. At East 
Kilbride, however, the Secretary of State 
for Scotland, with the agreement of the 
Treasury, has approved rentals which, 
although higher than those charged by 
neighbouring local authorities, are much 
less than economic rents. 

The Accounting Officers in their report, 
state that the potential Exchequer commit- 
ments, i.e., the total liability which may 
eventually have to be met from the Con- 
solidated Fund resulting from the activities 
of Corporations so far established under the 
Act, are estimated to be within the range 
of £200 million to £225 million and, by the 
time this aggregate expenditure has been 
imcurred, repayment of advances to Cor- 
porations may have amounted to £20 mil- 
lion. These estimates are necessarily con- 
jectural and the actual expenditure falling 
to be met from the Consolidated Fund and 
consequently the repayments by Corpora- 
tions will be subject to wide variation 
according to the share of the work under- 
taken by local authorities and private 
developers, which may in turn depend on 
changing national circumstances. Other fac- 
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tors will also affect the cost, e.g., special diffi- 
culties arising out of the choice of site which 
will increase it, or the absence of the need to 
expend capital on, e.g., industrial buildings, 
which will have the opposite effect. Hous- 
ing and main services account for 90 per 
cent. of the estimated expenditure by the 
Corporations. Part of the balance of 10 
per cent. will be taken up by the provision 
of industrial and commercial buildings, the 
need for which is already evident. If the 
development were not undertaken in new 
towns it would have to be undertaken else- 
where and accordingly there will normally, 
although not always, be no_ substantial 
increase in cost as a result of concentrating 
the development in new towns: and there 
will be cases where the new town method 
of providing what is needed will in the long 
run be demonstrably the cheapest. 

The following table shows the capital 
values at March 31, 1950, of land, buildings 
and main services as recorded in the 
accounts of new towns established two or 
more years before that date. 


Date of Lands, buildings 


establishment New Town and main services 
£ 
December, 1946 Stevenage ... 281,626 
February, 1947 Crawley en 438,813 
March, 1947 ... Hemel Hempstead 513,784 
May, 1947 Harlow ae 298,068 
July, 1947 Aycliffe 364,750 
August, 1947 East Kilbride 488,957 
March, 1948 ... Peterlee 52,398 


Advances to development corporations during the year 
were : Aycliffe, £234,000 ; Basildon,£27,300 ; Bracknell, 
£3,000; Crawley, £343,000; Cwmbran, £1,000; 
Harlow, £273,000; Hatfield, £31,700 ; Hemel Hemp- 
stead, £434,000 ; Peterlee, £71,000 ; Stevenage, £200,850; 
Welwyn Garden City, £2,965,000 ; a total of £4,583,850 ; 
and in Scotland, £317,000 to East Kilbride, and £28,292 
to Glenrothes. 


SOCIETIES AND INSTITUTIONS 
A.B.T. 
Officers and Council 


In the ballot for the election of officers 
and Council for the Association of Building 
Technicians, the following were elected :— 
President: R. J. Soper; Vice-Presidents, 
K. J. Campbell, A. Ling, T. M. McLaren 
and H. Moncrieff. 

General Council: C. Penn (317 votes); 
A. Boyd (288); P. J. Marshall (288); B. H. 
Cox (278); D. Percival (258); H. G. C. Cole 
(241); H. J. E. Pyne (228); C. Heathcote 
(199); K. Easton (194) and R. E. Turner 
(182). 

Architects’ Benevolent Society 
Annual Report 

THE REPORT for 1950 of the Architects’ 
Benevolent Society, which was submitted at 
the Society’s annual general meeting on 
May 2, states that the Council has con- 
sidered the great need that is apparent for 
homes for elderly people with straitened 
means. A Centenary Appeal to provide 
for the erection of the Society’s own homes 
was accordingly launched in November, and 
by the end of the year £4,372 had been 
received. A Centenary Ball was held on 
December 12, as a result of which, with 
donations, a net sum of £750 was raised 
for the Appeal Fund. 

After thanking those who have given 
the fund such an encouraging start, the 
report states that although much more is 
needed before the houses can be built, “ it 
should not be beyond the power or the 
humanity of the 16,000 members of the 
profession to raise the necessary sum. A 
good beginning has been made, and the 
Council hopes that the coming year will 
produce even better results.” The -many 
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anxious inquiries as to when the Society’s 
own houses will be ready for occupation are 
described as “ pathetic.” 

One hundred and twelve cases were 
helped during the year, ten more than in 
1949. Some of the regular applicants have 
died, and some no longer need the Society’s 
assistance. Nineteen were applying for the 
first time. Of the total, 24 were architects, 
or architects’ assistants, 68 widows, and 20 
orphans. 


A.B.S. CENTENARY FUND 
Further List of Donors 


"FYHE Architects’ Benevolent Society’s 
Centenary Appeal has realised £7,098 
to April 26. Recent donations are : 


Broadhead and Royle ... 

W. E. Norman Webster 

H. G. Lambert ... “es ee oat —s 

Canterbury Chapter S.E.S.A. (Proceeds of 

Dance) pe pee ine a dea 

Gerald Sanville oe aia ite sae, 

Humphrey M. Gimson ee ae amt ee 

Canterbury Chapter S.E.S.A. Eom ioe 1 

J. E. March ate per sa Pee 

H. D. Bodley.... a a pen ae 1 

G. E. Harris See xe ea ve sas i 

W. F. C. Holden yo “as me 

J. H. Stevens... as Ere 43% ad 1 

Miss D. C. Evans ong ea ae aa 

Wilts and Dorset Society of Architects sot 

A. W. Whittaker ae ws a 

J. C. Charter ae as see ae ie 

L. Grahame-Thomson coe ing ee 5 
1 
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W. L. Lowe and Partners 
R. H. Maddock 
A. G. Sutton re 
Miss J. G. Staley am pa ite oi 
West Yorks Society of Architects sue ait +n 
Anonymous ons sata Se is 
J. White ... ; 
Arthur H. Hope... 
F. Keith Aitken 
E. L. Thompson 
A. Birkhead 
Taylor and Young 
R. P. Lay 
H. G. Baker 
R. C. Arnold 
R. C. Cunningham 
Miss Hilda Thornton 
O. G. Howell oe a ee 
Bradshaw Gass and Hope wea ub ois 
Notts, Derby and Lincoln Architectural 
Society aed as wa ack oe! 
A. Brocklehurst 
J. W. Hiles 
E. H. Moorey 
F. J. Dalton 
H. V. M. Roberts 
A. B. Carter - 408 
Miss Elizabeth Gabriel 
H. St. John Harrison ... jad 
Manchester Society of Architects 
W. A. Johnson ... <n aa 
B. Waterhouse Eve 
C. S. Jaques wes an ae us we 
West Essex Chapter, Essex, Cambridge and 
Herts Society of Architects aoe nx oe 
George Lowe... pe RAS eee pare 
Leicestershire and Rutland Society of Archi- 
tects .... vas aad we sas Sig: Dae 
J. W. Beaumont and Sons ag mS ey 
Anonymous are Eo? ited sate ace Se 
G. C. Fox ae ins ane ae sh 1 
Mrs. G. L. Head a dea oe er 
H. J. Hammick 2p =o oc MGS 
J. D. Weir a me ds * oda 
A. P. Clements ... 1 
C. Scriven pes te a Rae Lino 
L. V. Mitchell ... ree ite aa” ae 
6 
3 


NNN 


tN 


eocacocooscecvwcece@cooocoacecoeococecoeosoocec= 


ome NN Ue 


wa 


vs) 
UNNeKWUwW 

_ _ 
NUCrFKWOUNNRK WO 


— 
Ne eK hw 


Bucks Society of Architects 
B. H. Barrett oe ole _ cu 
Chelmsford Chapter, Essex, Cambridge and 

Herts Society of Architects oa ead 
T. H. Clayton ... a one ie <ons ae 
Devon and Cornwall Architectural Society ... 21 0 
Southend-on-Sea Chapte a 4 0 
A. G. Nisbet... ned Be + ete 2 
S. W. Neighbour oe don <a ree 10 
Hertfordshire Chapter, Essex, Cambridge and 

Herts Society of Architects sai te 0 
T. G. Birchall Scott and Clifford S. Jaques 3 
G. F. @’S. Greenaway ... ‘eae a aa 2 
Cambridge Chapter, Essex, Cambridge and 

Herts Society of Architects ss aa 
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SHORTAGE OF MATERIALS 
Meeting Between Builders’ Merchants and Manufacturers 


! STATEMENT on the meeting held in 
: London, on March 7, between repre- 
sentatives of builders’ merchants and the 
manufacturers to ascertain what measures 
could be taken between them to regulate 
voluntarily the distribution of building com- 
ponents during the period of shortage caused 
by the rearmament programme has just been 
issued by the conveners, the Distributors of 
Builders’ Supplies Joint Council and Build- 
ing Industry Distributors. 


At the meeting the chairman, Mr. F. W. 
Charles, C.B.E., F.C.A., said it was felt by 
the merchants that if a workable voluntary 
scheme were in existence there would be less 
likelihood of intervention by a Government 
Department if the supplies position deterio- 
rated further. In any event, a voluntary 
scheme of allocations would doubtless work 
more satisfactorily than one officially im- 
posed by the Government and would be less 
costly. 


The future supply position was very un- 
certain, but if, as seemed likely, there was 
going to be difficulty in meeting customers’ 
requirements during the next few years, it 
did seem desirable to have a voluntary and 
informal “code” of distribution between 
manufacturers and merchants. 


In the discussien which ensued the mer- 
chants’ representatives stressed that, if any 
alrangements were agreed between them and 
the manufacturers, they should be informal, 
voluntary and flexible. The merchants were 
experiencing shortages of various commodi- 
ties and hoped to obtain from the meeting 
an indication of what the extent of those 
shortages was likely to be. They were also 
seeking more information as to the demand 
that would be made upon them. So far 
they had been given the vaguest information 
only in this respect, but it was understood 
that every effort was to be made to keep 
to the programme of 200,000 houses per 
annum, although it was likely that some non- 
essential services might be reduced. The 
Government had probably learnt that once 
the building labour force was disbanded it 
took a very long time to build it up again. 


It was very much in the interests of both 
manufacturers and merchants jointly to dis- 
cuss these matters and the allocation of sup- 
plies on the basis of past purchases, and to 
take any other reasonable steps to avoid a 
black market. The question of substitutes 
might also be discussed. These contacts 
might lead to a more permanent link between 
the two sides. The immediate problem was 
the shortage of non-ferrous materials, and 
perhaps it would be possible to deal with 
this first and then consider a long-term 
policy later. 


There was a need for some voluntary 
scheme between manufacturers and mer- 
chants whereby some measure of control 
could be exercised so that, for example, one 
section would not be producing material for 
200,000 houses whilst another could only 
produce items for 50,000 houses. It would 
be useful for a merchant, when in difficulty, 
if he could contact a joint committee repre- 
senting manufacturers and merchants. It 
. would also seem desirable that means should 
be found whereby the manufacturers and the 
merchants could jointly advise the Govern- 
ment on the problems arising in connection 
with the building industry. 





Views expressed on behalf of the manu- 
facturers were that shortages of raw mate- 
rials existed in some cases, but there was 
no certainty as to what the future would be, 
since these, unlike previous shortages, were 
largely caused by stockpiling in America. 
The position might at any time and in any 
commodity change suddenly. The manufac- 
turers were strongly opposed to the setting 
up of any formal machinery beyond that 
already existing between individual associa- 
tions of manufacturers and the merchants. 
The question was one which should be dealt 
with separately for each commodity. The 
position generally was that either the exist- 
ing standing joint committees of the different 
manufacturers’ associations with the mer- 
chants were dealing with these matters, or 
(in some cases) the manufacturers’ associa- 
tions had considered the position and felt 
that it could adequately be dealt with ad loc 
by the ordinary machinery if and when the 
necessity arose. 


Broadly speaking, the attitude which the 
manufacturers had already adopted was that 
they were not prepared ordinarily to supply 
newcomers at the expense of their estab- 
lished customers, nor were they prepared to 
supply their existing customers with unpre- 
cedented quantities of materials affected by 
the shortages. Just as the manufacturers 
themselves were rationed in their raw mate- 
rials, so they were rationing their customers 
and refusing new customers. They attached 
great importance to keeping any arrange- 
ments flexible and did not believe that any 
rigid adherence to a proportionate scheme 
based on past supplies would work satisfac- 
torily. They thought arrangements were best 
kept as far as possible in the hands of in- 
dividual manufacturing firms. 


The manufacturers saw no signs of a black 
market developing. They were anxious that 
individual merchants should realise that the 
present shortages were outside the manufac- 
turers’ control, and they feared lest any cen- 
tralised scheme might develop into a sort of 
Government licensing or priority scheme 
which would not be welcome to anybody. 
They also felt that any formal scheme for 
refusing to supply any except existing custo- 
mers -would certainly be assailed as savour- 
ing of “restrictive practices,” which would 
not be a particularly wise move at the 
present time. 


Excessive Ordering Condemned 


They drew attention to the exacerbation 
of the position which arose as a result of 
excessive ordering and duplicate ordering by 
merchants and hoped that the merchants 
themselves were exercising restraint in order- 
ing and in supplying their customers. 


As a result of the discussion, during 
which representatives of the merchants ex- 
pressed the opinion that the meeting had 
been most helpful, it was clear that there 
was no general support on the manufac- 
turers’ side for the setting up of any central 
co-ordinating body between the manufac- 
turers and the merchants, especially having 
regard to the differing circumstances which 
affected. the various commodities. It was 
agreed that any difficulties which the mer- 
chants felt in relation to particular commo- 
dities could best be raised by them with the 
individual associations concerned, through 
the ordinary standing arrangements for 
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mutual consultation where these existed 
Where there were no standing joint com. 
mittees, it was still for the merchants, if they 
felt the necessity, to raise the matter with 


the appropriate individual manufacturer 
association. 

In this connection the representatives of 
the merchants suggested that the kind of 
questions they would propose to put to aggo. 
ciations and organisations of manufacturers, 
where this was appropriate, would be on the 
following lines:— 

(i) Whether they had put into operation, 
either as a manufacturers’ association or 
through the individual members, a form of 
rationing scheme for their customers, and, 
if so, the particular form adopted. 

(ii) If such a rationing scheme was not ip 
operation for the particular commodity 
covered by the association, was the associa- 
tion prepared to consider putting one into 
operation? 

(iii) Was there in existence any machinery 
for consultation between ithe manufacturers 
association and the merchants’ organisation, 
and, if not, was the manufacturers’ associa- 
tion prepared to participate in setting up 
some means whereby the manufacturers and 
merchants could consult together on the 
problems brought about by the shortage of 
taw materials? 


TIMBER PROSPECTS 


“One of few raw materials not in short 

supply ” 
«PEAKING at an exhibition and cocktail 
\? party at the Metropole Hotel, Brighton, 
on April 24, Mr. A. G. BECKETT, chairman 
of the South Coast Area of the Timber 
Development Association, said that during 
the past 12 years the country had been 
trained to save timber at almost any cost 
by the use of substitute materials. It was, 
therefore, interesting to note that, while 
to-day there was almost a world shortage of 
many raw materials, this year it was hoped 
that there would be imported into this 
country a greater volume of softwood than 
in other post-war years. Unfortunately, for 
several reasons, this position would not be 
apparent until the second half of the year, 
but, nevertheless, timber might very shortly 
be one of the few materials readily avail- 
able. 

Mr. Beckett said that higher prices did 
not mean higher profits, but did mean carry- 
ing larger accounts. There was not an 
importer or a merchant in the country who 
did not deplore the position that had arisen, 
as not only did it present a financial prob- 
lem which caused many a_ headache, 
especially to the smaller importer o 
merchant, but the natural result could be 
to restrict the use of timber just as a cam- 
paign had been planned to get back the 
markets which for so many years had been 
lost to timber by the use of substitutes. 

“During the post-war years many restric: 
tions have been placed on the users of 
timber; to-day hardwood has been substanti- 
ally freed from control and licensing, ply- 
wood partially so, and recently the softwood 
trade has been given partial responsibility 
for the purchase and importation of the 
nation’s requirements,” Mr. Beckett contin 
ued. “As the imports in softwood increase, 
both from the dollar areas and elsewhere, 
and provision is also made for increas 
ing the stocks and strategic reserves, It § 
to be hoped that it will be possible for the 
Government to introduce a_ relaxation of 
licensing leading to its ultimate abolition. 
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COPPER AND ZINC 


Ministry’s Circular to Local 
Authorities 


HE Ministry of Local Government and 

Planning has issued a circular to local 
authorities, and certain other bodies, calling 
attention to the Copper and Zinc Prohibited 
Uses (Ministry of Supply) Order, 1951 (S.I. 
1951 No. 277), and the Copper and Zinc Pro- 
hibited Uses (Board of Trade) Order, 1951 
(S.I. 1951 No. 275). These Orders have been 
made because of the world shortage of zinc 
and the consequent reduction in supplies 
available for use in this country. Except 
under the authority of an “exemption 
licence,” the Orders prohibit the incorpora- 
tion of any metallic form of copper or zinc 
in the articles mentioned in the respective 
schedules save as a surface finish, e.g., by 
galvanising, for articles mentioned in part 1 
af these schedules. The Orders came into 
operation on March 1 last. 


Exemption licences will be issued to manu- 
facturers by the appropriate departments, the 
Ministry of Supply, the Board of Trade, or 
the Ministry of Works, as the case may be. 
It is of the utmost importance, to save metal, 
that licences should be granted sparingly and 
then only when there is an obvious need, the 
circular continues. They might, for example, 
be justified in cases where metal is required 
for finishing work in progress, or for essen- 
tial repairs where alternative materials can- 
not be used, or for other special purposes. 
As stated above, it will be for the manufac- 
turer to apply for an exemption licence. If, 
therefore, a local authority is of opinion that 
such a licence is clearly necessary to enable 
a particular building product to be made, that 
is to say where it is impossible to specify 
an alternative product to which the orders do 
not apply, the authority should communicate 
with the merchant with whom the Order is 
to be placed giving reasons why a licence is 
considered to be needed. The merchant will 
in turn communicate with the wholesaler or 
the manufacturer. 


Whilst the use of zinc for rust proofing 
metal windows is not prohibited, supplies of 
zinc to the manufacturers of these products 
have been seriously curtailed. However, to 
minimise the effects of corrosion, the British 
Metal Window Manufacturers Association 
have agreed that within the availability of 
their supplies of zinc for rust-proofing, pre- 
ference should, so far as possible, be given 
to buildings in coastal areas and to bathroom 
and kitchen windows in houses in all areas. 
The manufacturers are not yet able to judge 
the extent to which, in practice, this prefer- 
ence can be maintained. The Minister 
suggests that local authorities should discuss 
the matter with their suppliers when placing 
orders, 


It will be observed that Order made by 
the Minister of Supply makes no reference 
to steel water tubes and fittings, cold water 
tanks and hot water cylinders or to copper 
sheet and zinc sheet for roofing purposes. 
Special arrangements have been made for 
supplies of metal for essential building uses 
to be made available to the manufacturers 
of these products. If the authority finds 
difficulty in placing orders for or in obtain- 
ing any of the products included in these 
alrangements, an enquiry should be sent to 
the Principal Priority Officer, Ministry of 
a Government and Planning, Whitehall, 


The Order made by the Board of Trade 
Prohibits the use of zinc in the manufacture 
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of dustbins, and of refuse and garbage pails. 
Licences are, however, being issued to manu- 
facturers permitting them to use zinc for 
galvanising bins or individual household con- 
tainers required by local authorities for the 
collection of waste food (kitchen waste) and 
for rodent control where this work involves 
the use of moveable bins to store or trans- 
port bait. In such cases the order placed 
by the local authority should be accompanied 
by a certificate signed by a _ responsible 
officer of the authority that the bins or con- 
tainers are required for collecting waste food, 
or for storing or transporting rodent bait, as 
the case may be. The supplier will pass this 
certificate to the manufacturer. 


Any difficulty arising in connection with 
the supply of such bins or containers should 
be referred to the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, 5-8, St. Andrew’s Place, Regent’s 
Park, N.W.1. 


This circular has been prepared in consul- 
tation with the Ministry of Health and applies 
also to the local health and welfare services 
for which that department is the responsible 
central authority. 


LAW REPORT 
“ Building Regulations Not Observed ” 
KING’s BENCH DIVISION 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE LLOYD-JACcoB 


Mrs. Martha Dixon v. Holland & Hannen 
and Cubitts, Ltd. 


AN accident during the course of building 
“™ work on the Senate House, London 
University, in Malet-street, in February, 
1950, gave rise to an action before Mr. 
Justice Lloyd-Jacob in the King’s Bench 
Division on April 26. Mrs. Martha Dixon, 
of Vauxhall-walk, Lambeth, sued Messrs. 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Limited, of 
Queen Anne’s Gate, claiming damages for 
the death of her husband, Joseph Henry 
Dixon, aged 62. He was a labourer em- 
ployed by the defendants at the site, and Mrs. 
Dixon alleged that when he was working 
with an electric hoist, it suddenly rose. He 
fell into an exposed space, and was so badly 
injured that death ensued. 


Plaintiff alleged negligence and breach of 


duty under the Building Regulations, 
1948. 
These allegations were denied by the 


defendants, who pleaded contributory negli- 
gence by Mr. Dixon. They said he was in 
charge of the hoist at ground level, and gave 
the signal to hoist without proper regard for 
his own safety. The hoist was not put in 
motion until the driver heard what he 
thought was the usual signal—a shout by 
Dixon, who had a distinctive voice—coming 
from the recognised place. 


Awarding Mrs. Dixon £688 16s., with 
costs, Mr. Justice Lloyd-Jacob said that 
Dixon and the hoist driver had worked to- 
gether for a long time and had a system under 
which the hoist was raised when Dixon 
shouted. The driver said he would know 
Dixon’s voice among a thousand. 


On the occasion of the accident there was 
an unusual occurrence in that an empty 
bogie which Dixon had unloaded ran away 
down a ramp. He was satisfied that Dixon 
did give a shout, on which the hoist was 
raised, but he thought the explanation was 
that, while dealing with the bogie, Dixon 
hurt himself and cried out, not realising what 
the result of his crying out would be. 


The hoist was raised, and Dixon fell. The 
hoist was stopped very promptly when the 
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driver felt a shudder in the structure, and 
that showed that he was alert and attending 
to his duties. 

His lordship held that a shout as a signal 
to operate the hoist not accompanied by a 
visual signal—even where the voice had un- 


usual characteristics—was not in fact a 
“distinctive signal” within the Building 
Regulations. Defendants therefore failed 


both in their common law and statutory 
duties to provide a safe system of working. 
Dixon was not negligent in the performance 
of his duties. i 

A stay of execution for 21] 
granted. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 
Fixings for Building Accessories 


THE REVISED British Standard for fixing 
accessories for building purposes (B.S. 1494: 
1951) covers requirements for materials and 
dimensions of fixing accessories in general 
use in the building industry but does not 
cover fixings which, because of their special 
applications, are already given in the British 
Standards in which they are individuatly 
specified. 

The standard is divided into two main 
parts; Part 1 lays down requirements for 
materials and finishes and Part 2 sets out 
the detailed requirements for specific items. 
Part 2 is again sub-divided into three sections 
dealing, respectively, with fixings for corru- 
gated roofing sheets, pipes, and sundry other 
fixings. The following items are covered :— 


Hook bolts and nuts; handrail screws; 
drive screws; dowel screws; washers for roof- 
ing sheets; cup hooks, ruler hooks and square 
hooks; roofing bolts and nuts; cone and 
mushroom head; screw eyes; gutter screws; 
gate and shutter hooks and eyes; screwed 
and lugged pipe brackets; pipe clips; wire 
staples; pipe hooks; screw cups; round and 
rectangular back plates; wall hooks; single 
and double pipe rings; holdfasts; brass head 
nails; rag or lewis and indented bolts; escut- 
cheon pins; coach screws. 


days was 


Scales for Quantity Surveyors 


B.S. 1347: 1947 deals with boxwood scales 
for architects, engineers and surveyors. Part 
2 of this standard, (B.S. 1347: Pt.2: 1951) 
which has recently been issued, covers box- 
wood scales intended especially for the use 
of quantity surveyors, and was prepared at 
the request of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors. 


Dimensions, standard designations, divid- 
ing and figuring are specified. The scales 
are of flat section, with only one scale marked 
on each edge. The eight scales included 
in the set range from 1/16 in.=1 ft. to 14 in. 
=1 ft., and the standard combinations of 
scales are designed to avoid any possibility of 
one scale being confused with another. 


There are two folding plates with full-size 
illustrations of these scales. 


Copies of these standards may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Department, 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1., price 
6s. and 2s. post free respectively. 


Ghent Engineering Exhibition 

To commemorate the 75th anniversary of 
the A.I.G. (Association of engineers from 
the Engineering School of Ghent), the 
activities of the Congress to be held in 
Ghent from September 8 to 13 next will 
include an exhibition of engineering, show- 
ing the most striking achievements of Bel- 
gian engineers in recent years. 


Sh ian i 
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BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR 


The Castle Bromwich Section 


TT!HE demand for space in the Engineering 

and Hardware Section of this year’s 
British Industries Fair was so great that, 
although extensions have been made in the 
last two years, about 600 applications for 
space had to be refused. While being a 
disappointment to those applying, this figure 
serves to emphasise the Fair’s considerable 
value to exhibitors and its reputation of 
being Great Britain’s shop-window to the 
world. 

In this year’s Engineering and Hardware 
Section of the Fair, which opened at Castle 
Bromwich on April 30, manufactured goods, 
tools and equipment of all kinds can be 
seen. Exhibitors number 1,246 and they 
occupy 490,093 square feet of space. Of 
these, 106 are exhibiting heavy plant, etc., 
on an area of 146,972 square feet outside 
the main exhibition hall. The utilisation 
of a large area of outdoor space enables 
even the heaviest contractors’ plant to be 
exhibited and the appeal of the display 
should be strong throughout the world, and 
specially strong in those regions where 
development projects are planned. It is 
claimed that the range of British contractors’ 
plant now equals that of American produc- 
tion and in many cases British prices are 
better than American, which gives the 
British product strong advantages in those 
countries where dollars are short. 


Recent Developments 


A number of items which have only 
recently been developed are on show and 
some of these are mentioned below. A 
London firm are showing a new type of 
diesel-driven mobile platform hoist which 
has power-assisted traction. It is of 10-cwt. 
capacity with 17-ft. and 21-ft. lift extensions 
available. A range of industrial finishes, 
the advantages of which, it is claimed, 
include quicker-drying, longer-lasting gloss, 
better adhesion and ease of application, is 
being shown by a well-known firm of paint 
manufacturers. A Birmingham exhibitor 
is showing a system of steel formwork 
made with one-eighth-inch steel panels of 
varying sizes. The side flanges are slotted 
to take movable clamps which secure and 
align the panels and are used in conjunction 
with scaffold tubing. A hand-held rock- 
drill has been developed by a Cornish firm 
to take the place of older machines for pop- 
holing and other work where a really light- 
weight machine is called for. The same 
firm are also marketing a pneumatic chain 
saw. 

A liquid-stone compound and a liquid 
Stain, which have been produced specially 
for the decorative side of cement and con- 
crete work, rough-cast, asbestos, etc., are 
products being shown for the first time this 
year by a well-known London exhibitor. A 
new motorised scraper of 15 cubic yards 
capacity, powered by a 6-cylinder oil engine 
developing 150 b.p.h., is shown. It is of 
open-top design, and weighs 19 tons. The 
London firm who are showing this scraper 
are also showing a new motorised grader. 
This has power-operated controls, a full 
revolving circle and a 90 degrees bank-cut- 
ting angle with a wide blade range. Its 
weight is approximately 10 tons. A further 
item of interest is a tractor-drawn and 
operated small excavator capable, it is 


claimed, of cutting trenches with a back 
hoe down to 9 feet deep and 24 inches wide. 
Power for the excavator unit is taken from 





the rear power take-off on the tractor. A 
hydraulic working platform is being shown 
by a London exhibitor which is claimed to 
do all the work of a maintenance tower and 
goes into confined spaces which the old 
type of tower cannot enter. It is easily 
raised or lowered and manoeuvred by one 
operator who controls the movements from 
the platform by working a pump. 

Another new exhibit is a portable, powered 
hacksaw. This is a completely mobile and 
automatic cutting tool with its own cooling 
system and a total weight of only 86 lb. 
A Worcestershire firm are showing a range 
of compressor units with special mountings 
to enable these to be fitted to tractors of 
British manufacture. These compressors 
can be driven from the power take-off on 
the tractor and they present contractors with 
an alternative to the self-contained mobile 
sets manufactured by the same firm. A 
universal excavator of } cubic yard capa- 
city is another new item of interest. This 
has a boom hoist unit of new design and of 
the controlled lowering type, enabling the 
boom angle to be varied while the machine 
is travelling or swinging or when the load 
is being raised or lowered. An Essex manu- 
facturer is showing a range of mobile and 
semi-mobile hoists of new design. These 
have capacities of up to 10 cwt. The same 
exhibitor is also showing a high-frequency 
internal vibrator powered with a universal 
motor. 

The above are only a few of some of 
the more recent developments which can be 
seen at Castle Bromwich. There is much 
more which, even if not new, maintains the 
high quality of craftsmanship for which the 
engineering industry of this country is well 
known. In 1939 the number of overseas 
buyers who visited the Engineering and 
Hardware Section of the Fair totalled 475. 
Last year the number was about 5,000. In 
this Festival of Britain Year it is hoped that 
the number will be even greater. 


Review of Exhibits 


WE CONCLUDE from last week our review 
of exhibits at Castle Bromwich :— 

AEROGRAPH Co., Ltp., Lower Sydenham, 
London, S.E.26, are exhibiting a range of 
portable heavy duty air compressing plants 
of a new design incorporating a vibration- 
less chassis mounted on rubber tyred wheels. 
Other items of spray painting equipment on 
view include pressure feed tanks of various 
sizes, exhaust fans, air transformers, auto- 
matic sprays, spray guns for special pur- 
poses and other miscellaneous accessories 
(Stand No. D 302). 

W. H. Cort (LonpoN), Ltp., Surbiton, 
Surrey, are exhibiting their Colterro elec- 
trically-kilned plaster lathing. This mate- 
rial is intended as a base for all plaster 
work and external renderings. It is flexible 
and can be formed to any shape, whether 
angular, flat or intricately curved. It pro- 
vides a continuous plastering surface without 
joints which, it is claimed, eliminates pattern 
staining, cracking and fractures; and no 
preliminary undercoat is necessary (Stand 
No. B 506). 

Photographs of tubular fabrications are 
displayed, together with a number of other 
exhibits, by WELLINGTON TUBE WorKS, LTD., 
Great Bridge, Tipton, Staffs. A 10-in. 
nominal bore steam main is included, in- 
corporating a 6-in. nominal bore long-radius 
90 degree welding fitting. There is also a 
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selection of sectioned gas list tubes ranging 
from %-in. to 6-in. nominal bore showing 
the various types of joints and protections 
as well as a range of gas list fittings. The 
Weldex Heater department of the company 
is this year represented by a new industria] 
radiant heating panel (Stand No. C 300). 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE AND 
DEFENCE 


Economy in Materials 


THE Prestressed Concrete Development 
Group has recently submitted a memoran- 
dum to Government Departments summaris- 
ing the many uses to which prestressed con. 
crete can be put in the defence programme. 
The memorandum points out that consider. 
able economy of steel, cement and aggre. 
gates can be effected by the use of prestressed 
concrete, and that this in turn leads to 4 
corresponding saving in transport. 

The question of labour is also considered, 
Prestressing lends itself admirably to factory 
precasting, where the work can be carried 
out by a small number of skilled men under 
expert supervision. Although the erection of 
the factory-made units on a site is a reason- 
ably skilled job, it is not one which calls 
for years of training. As the memorandum 
says, the adoption of factory-made pre- 
stressed units reduces the amount of labour 
required on the site and frees highly skilled 
operatives such as carpenters_and bar benders 
for work elsewhere. 


CODES OF PRACTICE 


Patent Glazing 


The Council for Codes of Practice has now 
issued in final form Code 145.101, “ Patent 
Glazing.” The code was previously published 
as a draft for comment and was revised be- 
fore publication by a committee convened 
by the R.I.B.A. The code deals with all 
systems of dry or putty-less glazing on roofs 
or in the openings of external walls. 










Surface Water Drainage 


The Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued for comment Code 
303, “‘ Surface Water and Subsoil Drainage,” 
prepared for the council by a committee con- 
vened by the Institution of Municipal 
Engineers. The code describes the methods 
of collection and disposal of rainwater from 
roofs, paved areas and so on, and of ground 
or subsoil water. The works described are 
those likely to be met in such schemes as 
housing and schools, and are limited to 
sewers and drains not exceeding 12 in. 
diameter. 


SMALL BUILDERS CRITICISED 
Housing Manager’s Strictures 


SMALL BUILDERS were criticised for their 
lack of progress at a meeting last week of 
Downham (Norfolk) Rural District Council. 

When it was pointed out by the housing 
manager, Mr. D. E. Cockerton, that only 
38 houses had been completed and occupied 
in a year, the housing committee chairman, 
Mr. F. Starling, declared: “I do feel that 
our small builders have let us down to 4 
certain extent. That is the main reason 
why we have invited larger builders to the 


district. The small builders will have to 
do better if they wish to retain out 
confidence.” 


The housing manager said a very definite 
drop in the rate of building had occurred 
in the last financial year. Much of the sur 
veyor’s time had been taken up in finalising. 
This, and other aspects, had resulted in the 
slowing down of the building rate. 
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FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS 


Annual General Meeting 


. muls year marks the beginning of the 
second half of the twentieth century 
and no-one in their right senses could des- 
cribe the outlook for the country or for the 
world as anything else but grim. But as 
one who has a longer experience than most, 
I believe that given proper leadership from 
the top and hard work from the rest of us, 
both the country and the building industry 
will surmount:the many problems with which 
they are confronted,” said SIR HARRY SELLEY, 
J.P., President of the Federation of Master 
Builders when he spoke at the annual 
luncheon of the Federation held at the 
Connaught Rooms, London, on April 30. 
On an occasion like this he thought that 
perhaps his 50 years’ experience in the build- 
ing industry entitled him to offer a word 
or two of advice to the various partners in 


t. 

: To his fellow master builders he said: 
“ The shortages of materials, the lowered rate 
of output by the building trades operatives, 
the floods of Government orders and controls 
which beset them, the fluctuations in Govern- 
ment policy, all these must not be used by 
them as excuses for relaxing into a state 
of inactive frustration, but rather as spurs 
to greater effort in the fields of good organi- 
sation both on the job itself and in office 
administration. The master builder must still 
regard himself as the captain of his own 
ship.” 

To the building trade workers he said-that 
a rise in production meant a better standard 
of living for all, or at least a maintenance of 
the present standard. Without greater pro- 
ductivity, inroads would have to be made on 
the social benefits which all classes of people 
were receiving. One-thing was certain, no 
man was going to work himself out of a 
job in the building industry in the foreseeable 
future. Given the necessary materials there 
was work ahead for all in the industry for 
a great many years to come. 

To the professional men in the industry, 
Sir Harry Selley emphasised the need for in- 
creased co-operation, both physical and 
psychological, between the professions and 
the builders. ““ The builders’ practical advice 
and help in the planning stages of a project 
could be of inestimable benefit to the pro- 
fessional side of the building team,” he said. 

Sir Harry concluded by saying that given 
good will and hard work on the part of those 
engaged in building and with a saner and 
more liberal Government policy, the indus- 
try would get on with the task ahead as it had 
done, both in peace and war, in the past. 


The Annual Report 


The tenth annual report of the National 
Council of the Federation was presented at 
the general meeting which followed the 
luncheon. On the subject of membership 
the report states that the fully paid member- 
ship for the year ended December 31, 1950, 
numbered 10,392, which is a net increase 
of 557 over the previous year. The Federa- 
tions’ total membership for the year 1950, in- 
cluding approved applications but excluding all 
unpaid subscriptions, totalled 10,696. “In 
spite of a difficult year,” the report continues, 

it is pleasing that continued progress is 
made towards our ultimate goal for a 20,000 
membership,” 

On the housing question the Council states 
that in the annual report for 1949 it was 
stated that during that year greater frustra- 
tion had beset the industry in its desire to 
Play a full part in the provision of homes 


for the people than was contemplated at 
the beginning of the period. No lessening of 
this cloud of frustration occurred during the 
period now under review. Indeed, after 
conflicting statements issued by the Govern- 
ment gs to the number of houses to be built 
during 1950, a definite statement during his 
budget speech by the then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Sir Stafford Cripps, fixed the 
housing target at 200,000 annually, not only 
for 1950 but also for 1951 and 1952. In 
fact, 198,171 houses were actually completed 


during 1950. 
“In the latter part of 1950,” the report 
continues, “the worsening international 


situation, a symptom of which was the con- 
tinuing armed clash in Korea, involved the 
nation in an increasing expenditure on 
defence preparations. Concern, not only 
from building industry quarters, wasexpressed 
that housing would be the subject of further 
fluctuations of Government policy resulting 
in a cut. As this annual report goes to press 
it seems clear, however, that subject to a 
further worsening of the international situa- 
tion, the target is to be held at an overall 
rate of 200,000 annually, but that in certain 
districts there may be some shortfalls in local 
targets.” 

Describing the prospects for 1951 as grim, 
the report continues that unless tensions in 
the world relax, the National Council’s task 
must be to fight for the maintenance of the 
existing housing target, and for the fuller 
use of the resources and ingenuity of those who 
build houses for owner-occupation. At the 
same time they would see to it that the 
responsibile authorities were kept alive to the 
necessity of ensuring that ample supplies of 
materials, within the limits of the national 
economy, were available to build homes for 
the people. 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
SHOPFITTERS . 


Annual Dinner 

SPEAKING to members of the National 
Association of Shopfitters at their annual 
dinner at the Dorchester Hotel, London, on 
April 25, Mr. RICHARD STOKES, then Minis- 
ter of Works, sympathised with them in the 
problems which their trade was at present 
experiencing, but pointed out that the situa- 
tion in which they found themselves was 
“almost inevitable:” He said that his 
department was fully conscious of their 
difficulties, and assured them that in spite 
of restrictions his Ministry was anxious to 
help them as much as it could. 

Mr. Stokes said that this year Britain was 
celebrating her most astonishing economic 
recovery. We had much to be proud of and 
much to rejoice over. He hoped it would 
not be long before shopfitters would be able 
to display in an ever more attractive way 
all the good things which we wished to have 
and enjoy. 

The success of the Association was referred 
to by its president, Mr. B. M. Hickman, 
who said that it represented almost 100 
per cent. of shopfitters in the country. 

Among those present were Sir Nicolas 
de Villiers, K.B.E., deputy secretary, 
M.O.W., and Messrs. Stephen Hudson, presi- 
dent, N.F.B.T.E.; H. R. Woodburn-Bam- 
berger, president, Timber Trade Federa- 
tion; Dudley F. Cox, president, L.M.B.A.; 
J. Barber, M.O.W.; S. F. S. Hearder, direc- 
tor, N.F.B.T.E; G. H. A., Hughes, 
F.R.ILCS., F.LArb., director, L.M.B.A.; 
D. C. Mallam, director, Federation of Asso- 
ciations of Specialists and Sub-Contractors. 
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ADVANCES IN HOUSE BUILDING 
Film on Work of B.R.S. 


A NEW FILM, Research and Modern Hous- 
ing, which has been produced with the object 
of stimulating the interest of builders in how 
improved techniques of construction can be 
incorporated in houses of traditional design, 
was shown to the technical Press in London 
on April 27. The film was made by the 
Central Office of Information for the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research, 
and explains the relation of the Building 
Research Station to the industry. 

Early in the war, work was begun by the 
B.R.S. to obtain a scientific assessment of 
the essentials of a good house in preparation 
for the post-war building programme. Once 
these were known research began on 
materials and methods of construction, and 
the film shows some interesting scenes of 
good and bad construction. One interesting 
point that is brought out is how experience 
with non-traditional houses has helped in 
the design of houses of traditional type. 

The B.R.S. is anxious to ensure that the 
film is seen by as many builders as possible 
so that the comfort of our houses may be 
improved. It is obtainable free either from 
the C.O.I. Film Library or on application to 
the Building Research Station, Garston, Wat- 
ford, Herts. 


L.M.B.A. GOLFING SOCIETY 
Second Annual Dinner 


HE annual dinner of the London Master 
Builders’ Association Golfing Society, 
held on April 26, at the Mayfair Hotel, W.1, 
drew over 100 members and guests whe 
enjoyed a delightful evening. The Society 
was honoured by the presence of Sir Giles 
Scott, O.M., R.A., who proposed the health 
of the Society in felicitous terms, raising 
considerable enthusiasm by saying that, after 
having seen them in action, he felt he 
should refer to them as the London Master 
Golfers’ Society. Mr. Dudley F. Cox, the 
eaptain, who followed, said that he thought 
that the Society’s activities, which included 
matches against the R.I.B.A., the Chartered 
Surveyors and the Municipal Engineers, 
did a great deal towards making for good 
feeling among the various professions asso- 
ciated with building. The Society, which 
had made steady progress since its forma- 
tion two years before, admitted only direc- 
tors and partners of L.M.B.A. firms, and 
business as a subject of conversation was 
discouraged. He paid a warm tribute to 
the keen and efficient work of the Honorary 
Secretary, Mr. P. H. Bates. 
Mr. Ian M. Leslie, 
responded for the guests. 
Among those present were: Sir-James Barnes, 
Mr. Stephen Hudson, Mr. Harry Symon, 
Mr. Stanley Hearder, Mr. J. F. Howes, Mr. 
C. T. Every, Mr. Anthony Tripe, Mr. 
Marshall Andrew, Mr. H. St. John Harrison, 
Mr. E. H. Firmin, Mr. D. E. Woodbine 
Parish, Mr. E. W. Garrett, Mr. G. H. A. 
Hughes and Mr. C. D. Spragg. 


Hon.A.R.LB.A., 





The spring meeting of the Association 
was held at the Berkshire Golf Club on 
Aptil 24, under ideal weather conditions. 
Thirty-four members competed, and the 
results were as follows :— 

President’s Cup (best scratch score) : F. R. 
Clemens, 81. 

Committee Cup (best handicap score) : 
W. B. Barrett, 90—15=75 net. 

Best Score Against Bogey: R. E. Aris, 
1 down. 

Better Ball (four ball) v. Bogey: F. R. 
Clemens and D. F. Cox, 5 up. 














NEWS IN BRIEF 


Change of Address 

The Wallboard Importers’, Distributors’ 
and Merchants’ Association of the United 
Kingdom have moved to new premises at 
3-4, Newgate-street, London, E.C.1.; Tel.: 
City 3313/4. 
R.LC.S. List of Members 

The Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors have recently published their List 
of Members for 1951. This is clearly set 
out with an alphabetical index in the front 
followed by a list of counties and also 
includes some general information of interest 
to the profession. It is priced at 5s. 
Scholarship in Architecture 

The Architectural Association have 
awarded the Metal Window Senior Entrance 
Scholarship in Architecture (value £50) at 
the Association’s School of Architecture to 
Mr. W. M. Clendinning of Co. Armagh 
(Belfast College of Art). The scholarship 
is presented by the British Metal Window 
Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
Population Estimates 

The _ Registrar General’s estimates 
(Stationery Office, price 6d.) of the popula- 
tion of each local government area in 
England and Wales show the population 
actually in this country at June 30 last to 
have been 43,830,000, with 9,630,000 under 
15 years of age compared with 43,595,000 
and 9,497,000 respectively a year earlier. 
These will be the last estimates for local 
areas before the publication of the first 
results of the recent census. 


Low-cost Housing 

The Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, 95, Tenison-road, Cam- 
bridge, have been carrying out research over 
the past two years into the design of housing 
to ensure the maximum economy in the use 
of building trade labour and materials. A 
design has now been prepared showing a 
three-bedroom house, semi-detached, of 
820 sq. ft., the accepted tender (on Febru- 
ary 9 last) being £2,074 for the pair. The 
houses are now being erected at Ipswich. 
The Eastern Federation are preparing a 
brochure on the proposal. 


Liverpool Presentation 

On his retirement as head of Liverpool 
City College of Technology Building Depart- 
ment after 17 years, Mr. E. G. Warland has 
been the recipient of a television set, a 
travelling case and other mementoes by his 
colleagues and the Joint Industrial Council 
to which he belongs. During his headship 
the department’s staff has increased from 
six to 30 and the students roll numbers 2,000. 
So great has been the development that 
recently the department was constituted an 
independent City College of Building. The 
new principal is Mr. T. E. Hall. 


Demolition Contractors’ A.G.M. 

The tenth annual general meeting of the 
London Federation of Demolition Contractors 
was held in London on April 18, when Mr. A. 
G. Griffiths, of Messrs. Charles Griffiths Ltd.. 
was elected president; and Mr. A. G. Foster, 
of Messrs. H. Sabey and Co. Ltd., vice-presi- 
dent. Mr. C.S. Willment had been president 
of the Federation since its inauguration, and 
in recognition of his services he was elected 
honorary life vice-president. Other members 
of the council are Messrs. S. B. Allison, W. 
J. Balderstone, L. J. Flack, F. Hardwick, J. J. 
Harrison, W. Horrocks, T. Maiden, S. W. 
Moyes, H. W. Norris and J. Standish. 
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Radio Show Appointment 

Mr. Ian Jeffcott, L.R.I.B.A., has been 
appointed by the Radio Industry Council 
as consulting architect for the Radio Show 
to be held at Earls Court from August 29 
to September 9 next. 


Firing of Common Bricks 

The last paper in the series prepated on 
behalf of the Technical Committee of the 
National Brick Advisory Council has now 
been published (Stationery Office, price 
7s. 6d.) for the Ministry of Works. It is 
No. IV “ The Firing of Common Bricks,” by 
W. Noble, B.Sc., A.R.ILC., and A. T. Green, 
O.B.E., F.R.LC., F.Inst.P. 


Housing and Planning Year Book 

The British Housing and Planning Year 
Book, 1951, published by the National 
Housing and Town Planning Council, con- 
tains much detailed information on housing 
in a condensed and convenient form. There 
is a section devoted to statements on housing 
matters made in Parliament from November 
24, 1949, onwards, and a summary of 
Statutory Instruments relating to town and 
country planning is included along with 
other information of value to those connec- 
ted with housing problems. The National 
Housing and Town Planning annual con- 
ference will be held at Bournemouth on 
November 21, 22 and 23 next. 


Building Research Board 


Four new members have been appointed 
to the D.S.I.R.’s Building Research Board. 
They are: Sir Luke Fawcett, O.B.E. (General 
Secretary, Amalgamated Union of Building 
Trade Workers); Mr. H. J. B. Harding, 
M.I.C.E. (Director of Soil Mechanics, Ltd— 
a subsidiary of John Mowlem and Co, Ltd.): 
Mr. L. C. Howitt, F.R.I.B.A. (City Architect, 
Manchester); and Miss’ J. Ledeboer, 
A.R.I.B.A. (of Messrs. Booth and Ledeboer, 
architects). Members give their services free, 
and serve on the board as individuals, not 
as representatives of any organisation or 
body. Miss Ledeboer is the first woman to 
serve on the Building Research Board. 
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PRE-CAST AND] Helicon floorsare light, 

“IN SITU"? FLOORS rigid, fireproof, sound- 

resisting and hygienic, 

and are readily adapted 

to meet all requirements. Speedy erection 
makes them economical. 





Manyofthefinest 
buildings in the 


| FERRO-CONCRETE DESIGN | 
country today are 


AND CONSTRUCTION 





constructed of 
Helicon. Architects and engineers appreciate 
its fitness for purpose—they appreciate, too, 
the specialised advice which is so necessary in 
this form of construction. 


PRE-CAST CONCRETE] For free advice on 
AND CAST STONE}  ‘hisor on any type 
of ferro-concrete 
construction, call, 


write or phone for a technical representative 
to call. 


HELICAL BAR & ENGINEERING C°- L'°- 


82, VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, 

S.W.1. PHONE: VICTORIA 6838. RESIDENT 

AGENTS: BIRMINGHAM, MIDDLESBROUGH, 
NEWCASTLE. 
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TRADE NEWS 


New House of Commons 

Frederick Sage and Co., Ltd., Holbom 
Hall, Gray’s Inn-road, W.C.1, have recently 
produced a very fine brochure which record; 
the extent of the work carried out by them 
in connection with the new House of Com. 
mons. This well-produced brochure cop. 
tains a number of illustrations of the new 
House together with some fine studies of 
craftsmen at work on the carvings and some 
photographs showing details of the work, 


New Motor Grader 

John Blackwood Hodge and Co., Ltd, 11, 
Berkeley-street, W.1, inform us that they 
have the world distribution rights for the 
Carlisle motor grader, which is now being 
produced in this country and which will be 
available for sterling. In addition to scarifying, 
grading and draining temporary or perms 
nent road sites, Carlisle graders can, be used 
for hand ditching and bank trimming. The 
hydraulically operated blade-turntable being 
capable of revolving through 360 degrees 
and of tilting to any angle up to 90 degrees, 


A Rust-Proofing Agent. 

A chemically acting de-rusting and rust- 
proofing agent is being manufactured by 
Ferro-Betol, Ltd. It is claimed that this 
agent, which is called Ferro-Betol, acts on 
rust, scale and other products of corrosion 
to form with these a grey or dark brown 
micro-crystalline surface of phosphates. In 
this manner the products of corrosion are 
said to be changed into a rust inhibitive 
substance. It is further claimed that new, 
clean surfaces are similarly rust-proofed by 
the agent reacting with the metal. 


Advantages of Wood for Windows. 

The English Joinery Manufacturers’ 
Association have issued a leaflet describing 
the advantages of wood for window frames 
The leaflet emphasises the fact that not only 
can housing authorities obtain the whole of 
their joinery in softwood, if they so desire, 
but that if softwood is not used for windows 
and door frames, etc., then the amount not 
so required is deducted from the allocation 
made for the house. The Association claim 
that no substitute material has diminished 
the pre-eminence of well-designed wood win- 
dows, which are still “ best in performance, 
cheapest to maintain, and the most satis- 
factory in use.” 


A 1,000th POST-WAR HOUSE 
Worcester’s Achievement 


AT WORCESTER on April 27, the Mayor 
and aldermen and councillors were at home 
to a distinguished company including the 
mayors and officials of surrounding corpora 
tions, on the occasion of the handing over 
to the City Council of the 1,000th post-war 
house. During the last twelve months Wor 
cester Council has built 374 houses, com 
pared with 369 in 1936 which was the 
highest number built in any year before the 
war. 


Messrs. Wates, Ltd., have built 380 of the 
Worcester houses and the honour of hand 
ing over the 1,000th house fell to this firm. 
The visitors were welcomed by Councillor 
E. T. Rea, Chairman of the Housing Com- 
mittee, and after the official opening and 
handing over, an inspection of the hous 
took place, together with a viewing of af 
exhibition of photographs, constructional 
diagrams, and models _ illustrating the 
development of the Wates system from 
houses to multi-storey buildings. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in Londonareaasstated. Prices 
for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will. of course, be higher. 
prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. 


BRICKS, Etc. 
£° 2.4. 
First Hard Stocks . eae os 918 6 
Second Hard Stocks ‘ie oe 9 8 6 
Mild Stocks 8 3 6 


All loaded free into viens at t the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 


At Maiden To Sites in 
2%-in. Nominal Lane Stn., W.C., District 
Phorpres Bricks. per oe per 1, et 

Commons 88 9 100 9 
erie del. at present Lon, —_ 100 9 

ved 102 9 
Callolar Keyed (No del. at pre: vil oi Stns.) oar 9 
Rustics ... 113 9 4 
Cellular Rustics (No del. at present Lon. Stns.) 138 9 
Single Bulinose . 108 9 120 9 
Sandfaced 128 9 14) 9 
Cortex Facing Brick 103 9 115 9 

=e 


Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) ... 21 0 
0. Bullnose (London Stns.) aoe 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) ‘ 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 

Uxbridge Whites (Del. London Sites) eee 

Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London wnat 


x 
a 
coacc! 


£ o7¢@. s. d. 
24 in. 18 19 6 3 in. D 15 0 
G.azep Bricks (London Stns.). The prices given 


below are now subject to a percentage addition of 424 
per cent. for Best, and 374 per cent. for Second quality. 
0 


Best White Ivory D’ ble Stretchers 53 10 0 
and Salt Glazed D’bie Headers 48 10 0 
Stretcher 40 0 O Oneside & twoends 54 10 0 
0 


39 10 O Twosides&oneend56 0 
Splays and Squints 52 0 0 


Headers 
Quoins, Bullnose 
&4tin. Flats50 0 0 
a Quality, £2 Os. per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
buff. Os. extra over white. Other colours, 
ay Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 
Haulage to site 20s. 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLtow CLAy PARTITION BLOCKS. 

London Brick Company. 


Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed s. d. 

2 ic. per yd. sup. 125 yds. ae ce | 

_ ae | - a 42 
a = a se 48 
in. (3 cavity) per yd. sup. 80 yds. 6 1 

43 in. (6 ) a <= a 6 8 

Half blocks add 2s. per yard super to above prices. 

CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in. per yd. sup. 2 114 _ peryd.sup,. 4 0} 

ai » (» 3.6 4in, 5, 5 2 

J. H. Sankey and thes “ Cranham”’ 
2in. per yd.super ... oon aan 49 
ee ae et 5 2 
os 6 0 
OS ee ks. aes ee eas 79 
Delivered site London. 
STONE. 

Batu STONE— s. d. 
Monks Park . ae a 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground ... ren aco Mrad 
Delivered in railway trucks at South 


Lambeth. G.W.R., per ft. cube 


PORTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, S. Rly. ... per ft.cube 6 8} 
oTe.—Id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 


Hopton-Woop STONE— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, 
Random blocks up to 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 
over 10 cu. ft. “ perft.cube 22 6 
Slabs—Random sizes ‘sawn 2 sides, up to 
5 ft. long and not over 15 ft. sd 
Zin. perft.super ... ma 47 
York Stone, BLue—Robin Hood OPN 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 ft. super) ° per ft. super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto . Ps 1l 6 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 


dom sizes) - ~ 49 
2in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 

(random sizes)(paving) ... ,, - re 
ljin.to2in.ditto ... soe ata Bs 2 44 


Harp YorK— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London 


Scrappled random blocks perft.cube 14 4 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

40 ft. super) - -. perft.super 10 11 
6in. rubbed two sides, ditto .. a - 12 9 
4in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 

dom sizes) . ene ae lola ‘ 6 il 
3in. ditto ditto .. : 
2 in. self-faced random: flags per yd. super 20 9 


CEMENT. 


Best British Portland Cement. Standard 
Specification delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards site ......... per ton 
1- to 6-tons site (including non-returnable 

paper bags or jute sacks) 

“ Ferrocrete’’ Rapid Hardening Cement 
at 6-ton loads and upwards site 

1- to 6-tons site (including non-returnable 
paper bags or jute sacks) 

“ Aquacrete ’’ Water Repellent cement, 31/6 
per ton on ordinary “Blue Circle” 
prices (including non-returnable paper 
bags). 

Red, Buff or Khaki “ Colorcrete”’ in 6-ton 
lots (including non-returnable paper bags) 

Other colours, according to colour. In 4- 
ton lots from 180/- to 404/— per ton 
(including paper bags). 

“ Snowcrete ’’ White Portland Cement (in- 
cluding non-returnable paper bags)......... 

SJOGOE ONG LOE oy50.350c0isssc0scecesioess per cwt. 

eo ate Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 

Delivered Site Charing Cross Area in 

6-ton lows and upwards (including non- 

returnabk paper bags, 

Super Cement (Waterproof) in London Area 
31/6 per ton above Portland Cement, in- 
cluding bags. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £8 1Cs. (Cd. to 
£0 is. éd. (1-ton lots and upwards, in- 
cluding cost of paper bags). 

Lightning Brand. High aluminous cement, 
1 ton lots and up 247/6 per ton, packages 
17/6 per ton extra. 


eeeseceee eee 


s. d. 
Parian Cement 3 17 9 Keen’ ‘dna 
White ° 
Pink.. 
PLASTER. 
£ ad 
Coarse, -~ 6 14 3. Sirapite Coarse 
» White 616 6 Finish 


Above prices for 1-ton loads and over London 


Blue Lias Lime, 
inc. bags 6-ton 
ae Sak Be 

Granite Chie, 
6-ton lots 


Hydrated Lime 
6-ton lots 


Lump, Lime, 6- 
ton lots 
Hair, per cwt. 


«2:3 © 


Owing to the exceptional! circumstances which 


12 


tad 


£ 


6 
- 


om 


4 
4 


11 0 
16 0 
17 0 


2 0 


s. a. 


Say 
mn. 9 


wa a 
ao & 


Area. 


aan 
on 


Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags £5 6-ton lots a 


railway depot. 














ASBESTOS 
STRIPPING and 
RE-COVERING 


SLATING 
AND 


TILING 


ETC. 


Maintenance. 


COMPANY 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 





ROOFING 


Prompt and careful attention is a feature 
of the Boddy Rocfing Service which 
embraces every type of Roofing work. 


A Technical Staff is always available for 
consultation with Architects, Builders and 
all concerned with Roof Construction and 


THE BODDY ROOFING 
81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON, Na 














PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 


Gypsum Plaster Lathe or Base Board, gin. thick, 600 yds, 
and over in One delivery 2/us sq. y 

Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4fi. wide, 6 to 12ft, 

in. mice. OU yds. and over in one delivery, 2 33sq.yd. 
Carriage paid to site. 


SAND. 


D/D site in full iorry loads. . 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 


Average of prices for 
Holborn and 





St. Pancras. . & 
EUR ER PORLIBSE aces sucess ncccecaccescnevasvonces per yd. 17 3 
Pit Ballast ..... » em 
ig. 16 8 
Washed Sand 18 9 
# in. Shingle ........... 16 8 
2 in. Broken Brick E 19 3 
MRA Goes occa ce nets acncwaeccnacaatisa Wnaee x 9 6 
TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck load; 
OF Ot tess than 6 1OG8..00...ccccscesnseccnsessee Per 1,00) 
f.o.r. London 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ s. d, 
Staffordshire districts —.......ceesseceecsees 10 


Ditto, hand-made, ditto .. 
Ornamental diito 
Hip and valiey tiles—Hand-made 

(per dozen)—Machine-made 
Nore.—Breakage ia transit, purchasers’ responsibility, 


SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoe 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station, 
Per 1,000 actual £ s 

80 1 





1 
1 


=m 
COvVN A 
oown 





24 by 12 0 0 
22 by 12. 0 0 
22 by 11. 5 0 
20 by 12... 12 6 
20 by 10 18 0 





Nore : Breakage ‘in transit, purchasers’ responsibility, 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 

S.D. Bis Cocks CruTCH HEAD, FOR IRON 
4 in. 86/3 } in. 108/— per doz. 
ToicetT Bip Cocks FoR IRON. 

. 4 in. 135/— 2 in. 182/6 per doz. 
S-D. Stop Cocks For IRON. 

Zin. 1 in. i I4in. 2in. 

120/— 180/- 548/- 941/- per doz. 
S.D.S. Cocks witH Two UNIONS FOR LEaD. 


} in. 
86/- 


4 in. Zin. lin. t}in I}in.- 2 in. 
124/- 165/- 263/- 488/— 703/- 1253/- per doz 
Dous_e Nut BOoILer ScCREws. 
4 in. 2 in. lin. tI,in. I$in. 2in. 
26/- 32/- 55/- 83/—  128/- 202/- per doz. 
HeEAvy CROYDON BALL big 9g 
4 in. Z in. lin. I}in 
135/-  163/- 315/- 533/- 634): - ~ per doz. 
Caps AND SCREWS. 
1jin. I4in. 2 in. 3in. 34in. 4 in. 
26/- 30/- 45/- 89/—-  116/- 124/- per doz 
BRASS SLEEVES. 
It ir 2 in. 3 in. 3} in. 4 in. 
31/- 42/- 72/- = 87/- 109 /— per doz. 
LeaD TRAPS WITH BrAss CLEANING SCREWS. 
14x6lb. 14 x6lb. 2x7Ib. 3x7 Ib. 
Lead P. 84/- 105/- 186/- 291 /- per doz 
Lead S. 102/- 126/- 201/- 387/- per doz 
SoL_peR.—Prices not quoted. 
Copper Tubes ......... Uncertain. 
Brass Tubes. .....:..00s: Uncertain. 


Basis prices are subject to extras. 










GLUE. 

£s. da 

Best Scotch Glue .. . pertewt. 5 3 0 
EMP NID “-ciscodasenctusshcnannasencs 28 Ib. 200 

VARNISHES, Etc. 

Per gallon. 

RR VMIUIEE, dexucncseanncvngaesaceneeas Outside 1 14 0 
Fine do. ....... je 114 0 
Fine Copal ms 114 0 
Pale Copal z 116 0 
Floor Varnish ...... Inside 114 0 
Fine Pale Paper ree 1 18 0 
Hard Drying Oak .. i 114 0 
Fine Hard Drying Oak < 115 0 
Fine Copal Varnish ..... a 116 0 
Best IG: | dain dink 116 0 
Best Japan Gold Size 18 0 
Best Black Japan ...... 140 
erat NE ERINENE 505 tncadxcducctcooscsasnossesesony 100 
Berlin Black ....... 1.88 
Knotting (patent) ............. 1 We 
French and Brush Polish - i ; . 


Liquid Dryers in Terebene 





* The information given on these pages has beea 
specially compiled for THE BUILDER, and is copyright. 
The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by thosé 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 
to 24 per cent. cash discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


PAINTS, Etc. 





£an & 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.).. .. per gallon 19 3 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.)...... - 19 9 
Genuine White Lead (free kegs)......... cwt. 9 7 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint (tins free) gall. 3 3 0 
Genuine Red Lead..............ccesseeeeeees cwt. 913 9 
Putty (free packages) oe 9 
Size XD quality.,...........ccsssesereeeeeees 3 





Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 
vary according to quality from 3/10 gallon upwards. 


METALS. 


Joists, GIRDERS, &C., TO LONDON STATION 
R.S. Joists, cut and fitted £35 
Plain Compound Girders.. ae 
aa Stanchions .......0.0cccsecccsecece 
in Roof Work, Trusses and Purlins...... £60 0 0 
Note.—These prices are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 


PER TON 
0 0 





MILD STEEL ROUNDS. — Ex London Stock per 


ton 
Diameter. fad ee £4 
BEE dccsvccse 2S @ Se cee. 8 18 0 
win... 30 8 0 jin to 2in.28 3 0 
, ee 29 13 O 
W.I. TUBES. 


TuBEs AND TUBULARS. 
Galv. Class A. List price, less at per cent. 


» ” ” ” » 


i a at 
Black, ,, less 33 a 


» oo» ” 22s 


15 
Cl. HALF-ROUND Gutters.—-London "Prices Ex- 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 


porrer 











Stop 

Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
2/6 2/3 7d. 

2/10 2/6 7d. 

2/10 2/8 1/- 

3/3 3/1 1/2 

3/6 3/5 1/4 

9d. 

1/- 

1; /2 

1/4 

1/6 

RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. ends. Branches. 

5/2 2/8 4/- 

5/6 3/1 9 
6/1 3/10 5/10 

7/- 4/7 
8/- 5/6 8/- 
NET PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coatep Som Prees.—London Prices, ex-stock. 





Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. ends Branches. 
6/3 4/9 5/10 
6/7 5/4 7/2 
7/3 5/10 8/8 
8/2 5/10 10/- 
9/4 $f 11/7 
L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPE 
cwt. qr. lb. per yd. Bends. Branches. 
: in 9 fts. 
4in. 1 117 16/11 11/8 20/5 
6 in. a @ ft 25/3 24/2 41/11 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
Tron.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant £ s. d. 
NINE oi. concen sbsecanscccdeceesneveecccerouceen 3 @ 


IRoN.—Staffordshire Marked Bars. 38 0 O 
BR OG! BALE... cs cccscncccsnenceseses 26 3 6 
PME TIUNE SION 5 f.6icc0scacseqanscessenuceneces Zt ih @ 





Ex-Merchants Stock 
per ton (two-ton) lots 








Soft Steel am C.R. and C.A.— £. 44 
0-gaug a 
tha 33 10 O 
26-gauge 3410 O 

Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20-gauge 8 0 
Shame 47 8 0 
26-gauge 50 3 0 
46 8 0 
48 8 0 
| a 

Per ton 
" : s. d. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and UP, 1 tom Lots ceseseese 4115 0 


ALL NET. 
METAL WinDows.—Standard Metal Windows B.S. 


British Metal Window 


990. Prices on application. 
acturers’ Association, Ltd. 


Manuf 
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LEAD, Etc. 
Per ton 
(Deliveries in London, 5 cwts.) . <& 
Leap.—Sheet, English, 34 lb. and up......... 181 10 O 
Pipe in coils «- 182 15 © 
Soil pipe ..... -Mme ¢ 
Compo pipe 196 5 0 





Note.—Country delivery, 10s. per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt., 4s. per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 
Old lead, ex-London area, per ton £130 Os. Od. Buyers 
pay carriage. 






GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
CUT SIZES. 
Per ft. » at 
ABO 3 sc ohascvewtaxiccaasaerr tomes 44 
24-0z. clear.. $ 
26-0z. 3 






32-0z. 
ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND a 
CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 







Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. Per ft. 
TERE CINE BR. cis sccisccctscccevssenisanesven Tk 
Rough cast, 3/16 in.... 8} 
WRCAI COMES BED sas <a onecedgiecceccauicese 8t 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral white Tk 
Figure rolled, and Cathedral tinted ......... 104 
PE SIE nsisecsustncsencacsmvenusaustnwwisbeuess 6 
Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and 

Chevron Reeded, } in. thick nti 93 
Wine: Goes ithe (GE oad casececacavacatcccss 94 Per ft. 
Georgian Wired Cast .........ccccceccocsceee 10 ‘‘ 

HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS d 





P.B. 2—5} in. x 53 in.x3gin. 2 6 each net 
P.B. Pee in.x 73in.x3gin. 3 10 és 
P.B. —7} in. x 7? in. x 3gin. 3 10 oe 
Radiused "Comer Brick to match up with— 
P.B. 4 6 %» 
P.B. 6 0 ‘eg 
P.B. 6 0 * 
TIMBER, SOFTWOODS and 
HARDWOODS. 
SOFTWOOD C4) 


Carcassing £100—105 per Standard. 
Joinery. £120 
Home GROWN TIMBER PRICES. —See "Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947. No. 94, price 5d. net. 
IMPORTED SOFTWOODS PRicES.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1949, No. 1079, price Is. 1d. 
IMpoRTED HARDWOODS Prices.—See Statutory Rules 
and Orders, 1947, No. 1524, price Is. Id. net. 











The ONLY Stripper that 
TMA MLL 


30/40*Coats of Paint 
with ONE APPLICATION 





We shall be pleased to 
send you proof of this. 


SAFE 


SURE 
SAVES 


Guaranteed Neutral 


and 
Harmless. ; 


200 years’ accumulations have 
been stripped. 


its cost in time saved. 






QUICKSTRYP 31 


PIN 
THIS 


to Trade Card or Bill Head far 
details and nearest Stockists. 


QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO. LTD. 
57, Kingsland High ‘aon London, E.8 
Telephone: CLissold 5307 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 

“ Near-Ripe ” Minerals 

An explanatory Memorandum .(Cmd. 
8217) on the draft regulations to be presen- 
ted to Parliament in connection with “ near- 
ripe’ minerals, has been issued jointly by 
the Minister of Local Government and 
Planning and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland. The regulations are proposed under 
the Mineral Workings Bill at present before 
Parliament. 


The Memorandum explains that under the 
Town and Country Planning Acts of 1947 
development charge is payable, and claims 
could be made on the £300m., in respect of 
minerals. Certain owners of mineral-bearing 
land on July 1, 1948, have been promised 
“near-ripe ” treatment, whereby their de- 
velopment charges will be set off against the 
full value of their claims. The draft regula- 
tions, which are explained in detail in the 
Memorandum, provide for this setting-off. 


Import Regulations Relaxed 


The Board of Trade announce that, as 
from May 1, the open general licence (re- 
ferred to in Notice to Importers No. 401, 
Appendix II, dated September 15, 1950) has 
been extended to include a wide range of 
goods, including refractory cement, and con- 
crete building blocks, beams and other shapes, 
precast for building purposes. A number of 
amendments to existing items on the list have 
also been issued, some of which affect pig- 
ments and powdered metals, and domestic 
stoves, grates and ranges. The United States, 
Canada, Russia and the “Iron Curtain” 
countries, and a number of other countries, 
are excluded from these provisions. 


Lead Allocation for May 


The Ministry of Supply announce that, 
although the lead allocation for May 
remains unchanged at 90 per cent. of the 
1950 average monthly consumption and con- 
sumers may buy up to that amount, deliver- 
ies may be delayed during the month be- 
cause of temporary shipping difficulties. 


The Ministry expect to be able to deliver 
at least 80 per cent. of average monthly con- 
sumption in 1950. The balance of 10 per 
cent., if it cannot be delivered in May, will 
be delivered in June in addition to that 
month’s quota. 


Sulphur Allocations 


The Board of Trade announce that they 
have put into effect, from May 1, 
detailed allocation schemes for the distribu- 
tion to industry of sulphur and sulphuric 
acid to provide the most effective use of 
these commodities in the national interest. 
These schemes are based on a consumption 
of sulphur at the rate of approximately 
100,000 tons per quarter. In general, this 
will mean that users will receive supplies 
varying between 80 and 90 per cent. of their 
total 1950 consumption. 


“ Nesting ” Chairs Tax 

The Commissioners of Customs and Excise, 
after consultation with the trade, have 
decided that, as from May 28, only 
those “ nesting ” chairs which consist of plain 
metal or wooden frames with seats and backs 
of plain sheet metal, sheet plastic, wood or 
canvas can be regarded as not chargeable 
with purchase tax. “ Nesting” chairs which 
are upholstered will be chargeable, but a 
chair which otherwise fulfils the prescribed 
conditions will not be disqualified from relief 
““merely by reason of the back or the seat 
being shaped to the human form.” 
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Edinburgh A.A. Officers 


At the annual meeting of the Edinburgh 

Architectural Association the follow- 
ing office bearers were appointed for the 
ensuing year. 

Mr. W. H. Kininmonth, F.R.1.B.A., presi- 
dent; Mr. Leslie |Grahame-Thomson, 
R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., past-president; Messrs. 
Esme Gordon, A.R.I.B.A., and Frank Wood, 
F.R.I.B.A., vice presidents. 

Messrs. W. H. Kininmonth, F.R.I.B.A., 
H. Warner, L.R.I.B.A., Innes Thomson, 
F.R.I.B.A., A. G. Forgie, A.R.I.B.A., Frank 
Wood, A.R.I.B.A., George H. Lawrence, 
A.R.I.B.A., and Miss A. M._ Bayne, 
A.R.I.B.A., were appointed as the chapter 
representatives to the Council of the Royal 
Incorporation of Architects. 


Substitute Building Materials 


THE SHORTAGE of building materials 
meant using substitutes, many of which were 
not commended, said Lord Dean of Guild 
James Ford, speaking at the annual meeting 
of the Edinburgh Guildry. The Dean of 
Guild Court now had to sanction, much to 
its sorrow, the use of materials -which, pre- 
war, it would have refused to accept. His 
fear was that in many cases the need for 
renewals would entail considerable expen- 
diture in materials, labour and money. In 
good building, lack of stiffness might, in 
time, show that present-day savings would 
not prove economic. 

Slenderness of structure and lightness of 
texture might be an advantage to nomadic 
peoples, but in our climate and with our 
static way of living, stability was the need. 

Higher densities for new house building 
might, he thought, become necessary. 
Although this might not result in reduction 
in costs of the actual buildings, it would 
mean less cost per house for roads and 
services. 

The value of the work passed by the court 
for the year ended March 31, 1951, 
amounted to £4,866,356; almost £1,500,000 
more than the figure for the previous year. 


New Office Extension 


Work has started on the erection of an 
additional storey to the Midlothian County- 
buildings at George IV Bridge, Edinburgh. 
The extension which is expected to take about 
a year to complete will cost £30,000 and will 
result in thirteen additional offices. Mr. Tom 
Bertram, County Architect of Midlothian, 
who is supervising the new construction 
stated that the utmost consideration has been 
given to retaining the character of the exist- 
ing fagade. To achieve this the new portion 
will have a flat roof. The first stage in the 
building will be to lay this above the present 
pitched roof which will be removed when 
the new roof is completed. 

The whole operation will be completed 
without interrupting the use of the present 
top-floor rooms. 


£40,000 Animal Home 


One of the most up-to-date cat and dog 
homes in the country is to be erected at 
Niddrie Mains-road, Edinburgh. Designed 
by Messrs. J. and F. Johnston, F.R.I.B.A., of 
Charlotte-street, Leith, it will cost approxi- 
mately £40,000. The whole home will be 
centrally heated with covered ways and 
kennels and catteries of improved design. 
There will be accommodation for 116 dogs 
and 100 cats and an administrative block and 
houses for manager and kennelman. 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from Mar. 5, 1951. Every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur, 


Grade Classification 





PEGI vsccceicdiccnsesse Dumfriesshire ............ A 
PEIN cicadansceshestencess Dundez a | 
TR eh AE ee Dunn ...........se2seeereed A 


Berwickshire ........0..0.+. ee ee A 





Bridge of Allan A | East Lothian.... me 
Broughty Ferry A | Edinburgzh....... -~ 
Clackmannanshire ...... A | Fifeshire.......... ae 
Doune A Forfarshire me 
ee eer: A | Glasgow........0.000+ <<oi 
Dunbartonshire ........./ A | Greenock ........+++s A 
oO eee A | Hamilton ...........00000+ A 


A Craftsmen ...... 3/14 











Labourers ...... 2/g 
IMVErness ..........eeseeees Poterheed .....:.:.s10e 
Inverurie ...........+. Renfrewshire 
| Kincardineshire Rothesay ...... 
| penne TE... eseree Roxburghshire 
| Lanarkshire ..... 
: : St. Andrews ...... 
| ee --.-- Selkirkshire . 
| Moray and Nairn......... A ence A 9 
| FREE:  assccscnccscssenst A Stor eon = 
| Peeblesshire ........0..000- A ica pal iacilamannte 
(BS ae OO A | Tayport.......... 
a) entstiine:.<.. 2.50 cece nice A ! West Lothian 








The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to current rates of Female Labou; 


Apprentices and Trainees’ wages. 
The information given in this table is copyright. 


Painters’ rates : 3/1 Grade A; 3/- Grade B. (Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 





NEW BUILDINGS 


East Kilbride——Plans in hand for new public 
school to be erected at Platthorn, for which the 
architect is Mr. James S. MacEwan, 191, Ingram- 
st., Glasgow, C.1. The quantity surveyors are 
Muirhead, Muir & Webster, FF.R.I.C.S., 154, West 
Regent-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, W.C.3. 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for new 
primary school to be erected at East Millon. The 
architect is Mr. Donald Raey, F.R.I.B.A., Torrence 
House, East Kilbride, Lanarkshire. 

Edinburgh.—Dean of Guild Court granted warrant 
to Howard & Wyndam, Ltd., 5, St. Andrew-sq. for 
the demolition of upper circle and gallery and the 
reconstruction of upper circle at the King’s Theatre, 
Leven-st., at a cost of £12,000. Plans by Rowand 
Anderson, Kininmonth & Paul, 16, Rutland-sq. 

Warrant granted the University Court of Edin- 
burgh for an addition to the department of 
engineering building at West Mains-rd. at a cost 
of £7,000. Plans by J. Cordiner, Department of 
Geology, King’s-bidgs., West Mains-rd. 

Warrant granted to Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd., 
for additions and a!terations at East Pilton Works, 
Pilton-dr., at a cost of £22,000. Plans by Blyth & 
Blyth, 135, George-st. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for 240 houses at 
Cranhill housing site, for which the architect is Mr. 
Archibald J. Jury, F.R.I.B.A.. Council Housing 
a Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new office 
bui'dings to be erected at Armour-st., Gallowgate. 
The architect is Mr. Donald Stewart, 7, Stewartville- 
st., Dumbarton-rd., Glasgow, W.C.3. 

Glasgow.—Additions and alterations to the baking 
factory of Messrs. Gray, Dunn & Co., Ltd., at 
Stanley-st., for which the architects are Messrs. 
Watson, Salmond & Gray, F. & A.R.I.B.A., Central 
Station-bldgs., Union-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans for new Church of Scotland 
hal's to be erected at Mount Vernon are in the 
— of Mr. George Coubrough, 8, Grantlee-terr., 
Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for 34 houses 
to be erected at Limekilns, East Kilbride. for which 
the architect is Mr. Donald Raey, F.R.1.B.A., 
Torrence House, East Kilbride. 











THE ADAMITE COMPANY LIMITED 
MANFIELD HOUSE, STRAND, W.C.2 





Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for recop. 
struction and additions at_Kirkhill primary school, 
for which the architect is Mr. George Marshal], 15 
Prospect-ave., Cambuslang. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared by their own 
staff of architects for 80 houses for the Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., 17-21, Palmerston. 
pl., West End, Edinburgh. 

Stirling.—Corporation propose a scheme of restora- 
tion and additions, estimated to cost £58,000, on the 
Albert Public Halls. The architect is Mr. David R. 
Munro, Municipal-bldgs., Abbey Park, Stirling. 


ROAD AND RUNWAY DESIGN 


D.S.LR. Survey 


IN DESIGNING a road or airfield runway the 
engineer seeks to arrive at a thickness of 
construction that shall be adequate to carry 
the traffic expected, with the materials avail- 
able and on the soils to be encountered; too 
great a thickness for any set of conditions 
is wasteful, too small a thickness risks a 
failure. In the D.S.I.R.’s Road Research 
Technical Paper No. 20, ‘‘ Pavement Design 
for Roads and Airfields ” (Stationery Office, 
price 1s. 9d.), the principal methods of design 
are critically surveyed and assessed in the 
light of practical data obtained by the Road 
Research Laboratory from investigations in 
the field. 

This publication should be of value to 
practising engineers as epitomizing the present 
position of pavement design methods. Its 
appearance is particularly timely, since this 
subject has of late received much attention. 
This is exemplified in the 35 references given 
to original papers, most of which were written 
within the last ten years. The survey shows 
that even the most widely used methods are 
largely empirical. Of these, two stand out 
as being of particular value, the “(C.B.R.” 
method and “ shear strength ” method; both 
are described in detail in a way that should 
be of help to practical engineers. 


Building Societies’ Services 

The annual report of the Building 
Societies Association’s Council states that 
although the past year has been one of 
great anxiety in national affairs there has 
been no diminution in the demands made 
by the public on the services provided by 
building societies both as custodians of 
savings and as lenders of funds needed for 
the acquisition of homes. ‘“ Nevertheless, 
the report adds, “the period has been one 
of some disappointment in that the Govert- 
ment has not provided more opportunities 
for the erection of houses for owner 


’ occupiers the demand for which is so very 


great.” The Association has 407 societies 
in membership with total assets of £1,100m., 
representing over 96 per cent. of the total 
assets of all permanent societies in the UK- 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


MAY 8. 

*+tBedford Boro’.—152 flats, Old 
estate. C. H. Blakeway, B.E. & S 

MAY 9. 

*+Worcs C.C.—Two classrooms at Harry Cheshire 
County Mod. Sch., “yx County A., 14, 
Castle-st., Worcester. Dep. £2 2 

MAY 11. 

*Frome U.D,C.—11 houses at Rossiters-rd. site. 

B. H. Parkes, S., 22, Christchurch-st. West. Dep. 


3 3s 

++Southampton c.B.—Erection of offices and con- 
venience at Floating Bridge, Southampton Hard. 
Boro’ A. Dep. 


Ford End-rd. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


MAY 12. 
*tBromley Boro’.—18 flats, Longfield, London-rd. 


B.E. Dep. £2 2s 


MAY 15. 

*tEssex C.C.—Duty room, etc., Beachcroft train- 
ing home, Leytonstone. H. Conolly (F.), County 
Architect, Chelmsford. 

MAY 16. 

Ghestortieig B.C.—75 houses at Newbold estate. 
B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Rothwell U.D.C.—28 houses at Villa 
housing estate, Woodlesford. Civic 
Buildings, Rothwell, 


Lawrence 
Architect, 
Leeds. Dep. £2 2s 
MAY 


18. 

Coleraine R.D.C.—16 houses at Ballylintagh and 
six at Ballyagan, Garvagh. W. & M. Given, 
architects, Arcade-bldgs., Coleraine. 

Glasgow C.C.—36 flats at Ladybank-dr.. Bella- 
houston. Director of Housing, Second Floor, 20, 
Trongate. Dep. £2 2s. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne T.C.—Erection of sub-branch 
library on the Blakelaw housing estate, City A., 
18, Cloth Market. 


*tSwanage U.D.C.—Houses. Greyseed housing 
estate, Herston. W. ‘A. F. Bale, Clerk. 

*tWest Ham C.B.—Ten houses, Earlham-gr., 
¥.7. T. E. North (F.), Boro’ Architect and Planning 


Officer, 70, West Ham-la., E.17. Dep. 
MAY 19. 
*tMalden and Coombe T.C.—Six houses at Malden- 
way (south side). B-E., Municipal Offices. 


MAY 21. 


£2 2s. 


Bunga U.D.C.—10 houses at  Hitlside-rd. 
Buckingham & Berry, 10, Thorpe-rd., Norwich. 


Dep. £1 1s. 

‘Hertford T.C.—Extension of bus station and 
waiting pees at car park to provide slipper baths. 

E. The Castle. Dep. £2 2s. 

Huddersfield c.B. a irection of an attested cattle 
market - Great Northern-st. S. M. Tickeend. 
F.R.LB A.M.T.P.I., Boro’ ‘A. and Planning 
Officer, High, st.-bldgs., Huddersfield. Dep. £2 2s. 

Rotherham R.D.C.—16 houses, two bungalows and 
two semi-bungalows at Brinsworto-rd., Catliffe. 
Taylor, Knight & Co., Brooksmoor House, Grove- 
td., Moorgate, Rotherham. Dep. £2 2s. 

Rotherham R.D.C.—16 ony on the Bawtry-rd., 
Brinsworth, housing site. Taylor, Knight & Co., 
architects, Brooksmoor House, Grove-rd., Moorgate, 
Rotherham. Dep. £2 2s. 

Tenterden,—16 uae and four flats at Shrubcote, 
Appledore-rd. W. Lynn-Thompson, architect, The 
Ingles, Hawkhurst, Kent. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 22. 
_ *tCumberland C.C.—New Grammar school, Work- 
ington. J. H. Haughan (F.), County Architect, 
Carlisle. 

Leslie T.C.—32 houses at Prinlaws site. A. D. 
Haxton & Watson, architects, Leven. 

MAY 


23. 
“Bournemouth C.B.—Alterations and additions to 
Information Bureau, Westover-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. 
Ciutton R.D.C.—Eight houses at Ubley. Thomas 
and Morgan and Partners, 23, Gelliwasted-rd., 
Pontypridd. Dep. £3 3s. 
‘Coalville U. D. C.—80 houses at Greenhill estate, 


_ No. 5. E. & S., Municipal Offices. Dep. 
Littleborough U.D.C.—38 houses — anci‘lary 
works at Calderbrook-rd. site. E. & S., Council 


‘Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

Knighton U.D.C,—Six houses at the Offa’s-rd. site. 
., Town Hall, Knighton, Radnorshire. Dep. £4 4s. 

5 MAY 24. : 

Berks C.C.—Staff cottage at Mortimer House. 
County. Wilton House, Parkside-rd., Reading. 


*Huntingdon R.D.C.—Four houses and 4 bunga- 
lows at Conington. H. E. Doe (A.). (Lea, Milner 
Doe & Wardley), 4, Market-hill. Dep. £2 2s. 


THE BUILDER 


MAY 25. 

Atcham R.D.C.—40 houses and drainage work at 
Ford housing site. & S., 24, St. ‘John’s-hill, 
Shrewsbury. Dep. £2 2s. 

Burnham-on-Crouch U.D.C.—Eight 
Orchard-rd. estate. Stanley 

i., Chelmsford. we £2 2s. 


houses’ at 
Bragg, 16, London- 


*Aireborough U.D. 6 -- V Block 
Yeadon Haw estate. E. & S., 


of 4 garages at 
Micklefield House, 


Rawdon, Leeds. Dep. £1 ls. 
Barnsley T.C.—Three blocks of house-shops and 
flats at Athersley estate. E., Town Hall. Dep. 


£2 2s. 

Northampton B.C.—80 houses at ‘ Sunnyside,” 
Harborough-rd., in three contracts of 24. 34 and 22 
houses. Borough A., Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 31. 

*Berks C.C.—Adaptations at Sotwell Hill House, 
Wallingford. Sue, A. Wilton House, Parkside- 
rd., Reading. Dep. £ 

‘Walthamstow Boro. —2 houses 
Billet-rd., E.17. Boro’ Architect. Dep. 


Bulls Farm, 
£2 2s. 
UNE 2. 
12 houses, 


J 
*Wirksworth U.D.C. Steeple Grange. 


J. L. Bakewell (L.), 25, Chapel-st., Belper. Dep. 
£2 2s. 
NE 
*Acton Boro’.—W an. Central Depot, Wales 
Farm-rd., W.3. B.E. 
South Wales.—Construction of new brewery. 


Secretary, S. Wales and Mon. United Clubs Brewery 


Co., Ltd., Crown Brewery, Pontyclun, Glam. Dep. 
£2 2s. 
JUNE 6. ' 
*Derby C.B.—20 houses and 40 flats, Louvain-rd. 
Boro’ Aichitect. Dep. £2 2s. 
York T.C.—Reconstruction of ge Mills Bridge. 
Chas. J. Minter, City E., Guildhall, York. Dep. £5 
NO 


Rodwell 


DATE. 
houses at 





té 
Mackeith, Dickinson and Partners, 
Cuurch-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


Blofield and Flegg R.D.C.—40 houses at Thorpe- 
& Son, architects, 


next-Norwich. E. Boardman 
Queen-st., Norwich. Dep. £2 2s. 

Markinch T.C.—32 aenwns oe Sweetbank site. A. D. 
Haxton and Watson, F./A.R.1-B.A., architects, 
Leven. 

Sidmouth War Memorial Homes, Ltd.—Altera- 
tions and additions to Arcot House. E. 
Chandler, Hon. Secretary, 
Sidmouth. Dep. £3. 











“JACONITE”’ 


Floor and Wall Tiles 


“JACONITE”’ 


Hydraulically Pressed 


Composition Flooring 








Hydraulically Pressed 
Terrazzo Tiles 


Marble Wall Lining and 
Paving 


Joconelle 


Tel.: REG TRADE MARK 


Victoria 3043 
147, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1 


also at 
BIRMINGHAM - CARDIFF » MANCHESTER » READING 





Walk- 
», for McCandles Trust Homes. 
architects, 97, 


A. 
Derby Cottage, Cl iff-rd., 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 7. 
Wimbledon B.C.—Repairs and external painting 
of 71 prefabric ated bungalows on 22 sites in the 
borough. B.E. Dep. £2 2 


MAY 10. 

*tisle of Ely c.C.—Heating and hot water sys- 
tem, at infants’ school, Burnsfield-rd., Chatteris. 
County Architect, March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
June 8. 

MAY 14. 

Irlam U.D.C.—External painting of houses at 
Higher Irlam estate. E. & S., Council Offices. 
Dep. £1 ls. 


MAY 18. 
*Chertsey U.D.C.—Internal 
Orchard,” Staines-la. E. & S. 


decorations, ‘“‘ The 
Dep. £1 ls 


; MAY 28. 
Bognor Regis U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
MAY 30. 
-— Decoration works at 
& S., Town Hall. 
JUNE 1. 
Manchester C.C.—Painting and decorating at 
various schools. City <A., Education Section, 140, 
Deansgate. 


“Deptford B.C 
establishments. B.E 


Council 


NO DATE. 
*Preston C.B.—Electrical ins a Roebuck- 
st., County primary school. B.E. & 8S. Dep. £1 1s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MAY 15. 

City of New Sarum.—Surface dressing of approx. 
123,000 sq. yds. of carriageways within the city. H. 
Rackham, City E., The Council House, Bourne 
Hill, Salisbury. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 16. 

Pembrokeshire ©.C.—Surfacing of various roads. 
County S., South Wales Hotel, Neyland. 

“Rhondda U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at the 
Athletic Ground site, Llwynypia. C. Gingell (A.). 


Housing A., 15, Ystrap-rd., Pentre, Rhondda. Dep. 
£3 3s. 
MAY 19. 
Stockton-on-Tees B.C.—Surfacing of various 
roads. B.E., Victoria-bldgs., High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


Walton U.D.C.- e an 
works at Burwood-rd, housing site. 
Offices. 


Sewerage and preliminary road- 
E. & S., Council 


MAY 21. 

Castle Donington ‘R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage 
— at Belton. Elliott and Brown, Chartered 

Civil Engineers, Stunley-house, Pelham-rd., Not- 
tingham. Dep. £3 3s. 

Chichester R.D.C.—Construction of a sewerage 
scheme in the parishes of Funtington and Bosham. 
J. K. Lawson, F.R.LCS., E. & S., East Pallant 
Dep. £3 3s. 

MAY 23. 

Littleborough U.D,C.—Construction of road and 
sewer works in connection with Calderbrook-rd. 
estate. E. & S., Council Offices. 

MAY 24. 

Huntingdon R.D.C.—Housing site works at 
Woodwalton, Lea, Milner Doe and Wardley, 4, 
Market Hill, Huntingdon. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 25. 

Whitehaven B.C.—Laying of mains, ete., in con- 
nection with the Lake Ennerdale water scheme. 
Rofe & Raffety, 3, Victoria-st., Westminster, S.W.1 
Dep. £2 2s. 


House, Chichester. 


MAY 28. 
Rochford.—Preparation of housing site at Roch- 
ford _ Gardea-way. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. 


£2 2 
JUNE 6. 
Swansea B.C.—Site preparation works in connec- 
tion with new fire . ation at ‘‘ The Laurels,’ Mount 
Pleasant. B.E. & S., The Guildhall. Dep. £5. 


“june 16. : 
Petworth R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
works. E., Newlands, Petworth. Dep. £3 3s. 


Wantage R.D.C.—Chilton sewerage and sewage 
disposal scheme. €., Council Offices, Belmont. 
Dep. £2 2s 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Caterham and  Warlingham.—Hovses.—U.D.C. 
have approved plans for 8 houses and 8 flats at 
Addison-rd. and Ninehams-rd. Plans by Boro’ E. 
& §. 

Caterham and Warlingham.—Hovses.—Plans for 
14 houses at Spencer-rd. and Ninehams-rd. have 
been approved by U.D.C. Plans by Boro’ E. & §. 

Chiswick.— ALTERATIONS.—Alterations are pro- 
posed at Manor Tavern, Devonshire-rd., W.4. Archi- 
tects, Nowell Parr & Son, 97, Old Brompton- -rd., 
S.W.7 

City.—Orrices. Fy 5 of office building at 25, 
Austin Friars, E.C.2, for R. Nivison & Co. Plans 
by Gunton and Gunton, FF.R.I.B.A., Empire-house, 
St. Martins-le: Grand, E.C.1. 

Croydon.—E.C. is to proceed with proposed Fair- 
childes Junior Mixed School at an est. cost of 
£67,000. Architects, Scherrer & Hicks, FF.R.1.B.A.., 
19, Cavendish-sq., W.1; quantity surveyors, Rider, 
Hunt & Partners, Bridge House, Queen Victoria-st., 
E.C.4, and the heating consultant, John Porges,. 13, 
Hoxton-st., Islington, N.1. 
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T. George, 
W.14, 
Estate for 
Bakers Joinery, Ltd., have been approved by B.C. 


Dagenham.—Factory.—Plans by L. 
L.R.LB.A., 99, Talgarth-rd., Barons Court, 
for a factory at Hainault Industrial 

Dagenham.—ExtTension TO Factory.—Plans for 
extension to main factory of Pritchett and Gold 
and E.P.S. Co., Ltd., at Chequers-la., have been 
ew by B.C, Plans by firm’s own architects’ 
dept. 

Dagenham.—Factory.—Plans by H. <A. E. 
Giddings, L.R.I.B.A., 22, John-st., Bedford-row, 
W.C.1, for a factory at Hainault Industrial Estate 
for Warton Flock Co. (Stratford), Lid., have been 
approved by B.C 
_ Fetter-la.—A.terations.—Alterations and_rebuild- 
ing are proposed at Nos. 10-11, Architect, C. 
Edmund Wilford, A.R.I.B.A., Eagle House, Jermyn- 
st., 8.W.1. 

Finsbury.—BoILernouse.—B.C, has appointed 
W. J. Perkins & Partners, 26, Victoria-st., S.W.1, 
as consultant engineers for new boilerhouse plant 
at Ironmonger-row Public Baths, to cost £10,000. 

Friern Barnet.—FLats.—Plans by Henry Braddock, 
A.R.I.B-A, The East Gallery, St. John’s Church, St. 
John’s Wood, N.W.8, for 12 flats at St. Peter’s 
School site, have been approved by U.D.C. 

Friern Barnet.—F.ats.—Approval has been given 
by U.D.C. to plans by Henry Braddock, A.R.I.B.A., 
The East Gallery, St. John’s Church, St, John’s 
Wood, N.W.8, for 48 flats at Friern Barnet-la. 

Friern Barnet.—F.ats.—Plans by Henry Brad- 
dock, A.R.I.B.A., The East Gallery, St. John’s 
Church, St. Join’s Wood, N.W.8, for 8 flats, Toring- 
ton Park, have been approved by U.D.C. 

Hampstead.—ResvuitpiInc.—Rebuilding and_ en- 
largement of Hampstead Heath Stn., N.W., is pro- 
posed by British Railways (London Midland 
Region). Reg. A., J. M. Harrison, A.R.I.B.A., 
Euston Stn., N.W.1. 

Holborn.—F Lats.—B.C. has approved preliminary 
plans for three blocks of 64 flats and shops, Red 
Lion-sq., W.C1. Council’s architect, S. A. G. Cook, 
A.R.ILB-A., Housing and Planning Dept., Town 
Hall, High Holborn. W.C.1. 

Islington.—Air Raip Sneiters.—B.C. has ap- 
pointed Matthews & Son, 91, Gower-st., W.C.1, to 
undertake a_ field survey involving inspection of 
sites and buildings and preparation of plans for a 
provisional air raid shelter programme. 

Lewisham.—F.ats.—Plans submitted by Arm- 
strong and MacManus, FF.R.I.B.A., 19, Manchester- 
sq., W.1, for a block of flats, laundry and meeting 
nog gata Heathside estate, have been approved 
y B.C. 


Lombard-st.—ALTERATIONS.—Alterations and re- 
pairs to 60-62, Lombard-st., E.C.3, for Commercial 
Bank of Scotland, Ltd. Architects, Sir Herbert 
a and Scott, Church House, Great Smith-st., 


Mortlake.—Hati.—Plans have been prepared for 
church hall at North Worple Way, S.W. Architects, 
Lawrence Farman & Partners, F.R.I.B.A., 258, 
Upper Richmond-rd., 8.W.14. 
_Southwark.—Attrrations.—Alterations and addi- 
tions to Wellington-yard, Tarn-st., S.E.1, for Asso- 
ciated Newspapers, Ltd. Architects are Scherrer 
and Hicks, FF.R.I.B/A., 19, Cavendish-sq., W.1. 

Wembley.—Snops anp FLats.—London Co-op. 
Society, Ltd., propose to erect block of shops and 
flats at junction of Church-la and Merley-court. 
Plans by firm’s own architects’ dept, 

Wembley.—New Facrories.—Plans by 8S. J. Gray, 
F.R.I.B.A., 30, Bedford-sq., W.C1, for erection of 
11 new factories between North Ena-rd. and Palace 
of Engineering at B.E.E. Grounds, have been 
approved by B.C. 

West Ham.—Cnrvurcn.—Metropolitan Area Recon- 
struction Co. propose to erect new St. Paul’s 
Church, Maryland-rd., E.15. Architects, Wheeler, 
en and Hurst, 28, Dorset-st., Portman-sq., 


(PROVINCIAL) 


_Alston.—R.D.C. to erect further 16 houses, Firs 
site. Architects, Graham: & Roy, Paternoster-row, 
Carlisle. 
Ambie.—U.D.C. to build 30 houses. 


Plans by 
Surveyor, A. W. Charity. — 


Ashington.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital 
Brd., ‘ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
is considering extensions to Ashington Gen. 


Hospital and former Isolation Hospital, to cost 
£180,000. Brd’s chief architect, P. H. Knighton, 
M.B.E., A.R.I.B.A. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—We are informed that plans 
for an office block off Richmond-rd. for the National 
Gas and Oil Co., Ltd., stated in our issue for March 
9 to have been approved by the Borough Council 
have not, in fact, yet been submitted to the Council. 

Atherton.—U.D.C. approved fire stn. and 10 houses, 
Gloucester-st., for Lancs C.C. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—I.C.I. to extend their sul- 
phuric acid plant, Billingham. Est. cost, £2,000,000. 

_Birkenhead.—B.C. approved plans for:—Exten- 
sions at Dock Engine Works, Port-st., for J. Gordon 
Alson & Co., Ltd.—Additions to factory, Beaufort- 
rd., for H. A. Cole & Co., Ltd.—Extensions to fac- 
tory, Beaufort-rd., for Moon Bros., Ltd.—B.C. to 
prepare plans for 38 houses, Mount estate, Prenton. 
—Licence for £16,750 issued to Our Lady’s Presby- 
tery and Curial Office, Cavendish-st., for rebuilding 
presbytery. 

Bradford.—T.C. to approve new 


recommended 
room, etc., at 


juvenile court; offices, magistrates’ 
town hall, at £8,600. 

Brighouse.—B.C. approved plans for 15 houses, 
etc., Law-la. and Pinnar-la., Southowram. for B. T. 
Thompson. 
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Burnley.—B.C. approved layout for 38 aluminium 
bungalows at rear of Rossendale-rd.—Approved 
plans for:—Licensed premises, *‘ Assheton Arms,” 
junction of Leamington-av. and Cromer-av. with 
Fleetwood-rd., for Daniel Thwaites & Co., Ltd.— 
Rebuilding of commercial garage, Cobden-st., for 
David Tattersall, Ltd.—Castings store, Smallshaw- 
la. foundry, for Worthy & Travis, Ltd. 

Bury.—T.C. approved plans for engineering work- 
shop, Ashworth-st., for Walmsleys (Bury), Ltd. 

Carnforth.—U.D.C. propose block of 2-bedroomed 
type flats. 

Chatham.—Kent E.C. to spend £267,000 on conver- 
sion of buildings at Fort Horstead into Medway 
Technical College. Cty. A. is S. H. Loweth, 
F.R.I Maidstone, with 





R.I.B.A., Springfield, ; Stinton 
Jones & Partners, 21, Hloucester-pl., W.1, as con- 
sultant engineers, and John Leaning & Son, 28, 


John-st., W.C.1, as quantity surveyors. 
Chester.—Layout for 34 houses at Newton, for 
Newton and Upton Land Co., Ltd., have been 
approved by C.C. ; 
Chester.—C.C. have approved plans for building 
oxide plant at lead works, for Associated Lead 
Manufacturers, Ltd. 
Chesterfield.—T.C. propose new inf. sch. at Boy- 
thorpe in 1952-3 programme. 
Chorley.—Lancs C.C. to erect new sec. 
Clover-rd., in 1951-2 programme. 
Clayton-le-Moors. — U.D.C, propose 
scheme for strengthening town hall. 
Coventry.—City A., D. E. Gibson, to prepare plans 
for first instalment of Whitley Abbey Sec. Sch. 
(£175,000), and Foxford Sec. (£87,000). 
Dalton.—U.D.C. approved further 26 houses, Grey- 
stone estate. : 
Darlington.—Arrangements are being made by 
T.C. to borrow £40.282 for 56 flats and £18.490 for 
14 houses on Haughton South site.—Messrs. 
Uptons, Ltd., are planning extensions to their store 
at Skinnergate.—J. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd., Lion 
Brewery, West Hartlepool, are planning alterations 
to “ Bay Horse Hotel,” Northgate.——Plans by Boro 
A. (E. A. Tornbohm) for 138 houses and 14 flats on 
Haughton South site have been approved.—T.C. to 
build 20 houses, Nickstream-la. 
Hartlepool.—T.C. Health and Housing Com, con- 


mod. sch., 


extensive 


sidering erection of three-storey blocks of flats. 
Boro’ E., R. H. Snowball. i 
Heywood.—B.C. approved extensions, Doctors 


Ltd.—Kitchen 


Fold-la., for Magnet Motor Bodies, teh 
and dining-room, Grammar Sch., for Lanes E.C. 
B.C. to negotiate with James Berry, Ltd., Heywood, 
and Wm. Townson & Sons, Ltd., Bolton, for erec- 
ion of houses for 1951 programme. : 
pe ee has aspen plans by Boro E., 
HH. T. Perkins, for 38 houses and 48 flats at Simon- 
side. , : Tht: 
rrow-on-Tyne.—T.C. has applied to Ministry 
pt conatne ia sell a site in Chaytor-st., to Remploy, 
Ltd., for erection of a factory.—Boro’ E. (H. W. T. 
Perkins) has submitted to T.C. scheme for three- 
storey buildings on site north of Ormonde-st.— 
Durham C.C. to build £30,000 old people’s hostel at 
Primrose; work to start later this year. Plans are 
by City A., Court-la., Durham. 

“Mansfield.—E.C. propose extensions to School of 
Art (£30,000).—Adaptations to Technical College to 
form regional mining centre (£10.0 0).—Propose 
College of Further Education (£250,000). 

Mansfield Woodhouse.—U.D.C. to erect 20 aged 
persons’ bungalows, Park-rd. site. 

Margam (Glam).—Large extensions to factory, 
etc., for British Industrial Solvents, Ltd., 82, Picca- 
dilly, W.1. Plans by company’s Engineering Dept., 
and bills of quantities by Higgins & Partners, %, 
Piccadilly, W.1. ie aa 

Nottingham.—Territorial and ‘Aux, Forces Asso- 
ciation propose erection of_ territorial centre, 
Triumph-rd. Plans by C. F. W. Hazeldine, Hali- 
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fax House, Milton-st., Nottingham.—T.0 k 
L Isc, = st., J +4 eo—1.U. §@ 2 
of £22,850 for nursery sch., St. Peter’s-st., Rade 
Oldham.—B.C. propose adaptation of “ Moorfield ** 
Greenacres, as home for aged. ‘ 


Portslade.—U.D.C. proposes to build four block 
of four houses and 12 pairs of houses at Mile Oak 
Architects, G. W. Warr & King, F/A.R.LB.A.. 137° 
Albion-at., Southwick, Sussex, ee 

ortsmouth.—Plans being perpared by A. E. Cog< 
well & Sons, Prudential-bldgs., for rebuilding Goss. 
and showrooms, 124-128, Commercial-rd. ¢ ” 

Portsmouth.—New beer-bottling dept., etc., King’s 
rd., for George Peters & Co., Ltd. ‘Plans by ra 
Sherwood, F.R.I.B.A., 11, West Pallant, Chichester 

Portsmouth.—Plans have been approved for a 
Congregational church and prim. sch., Milton-rd 
and Edgware-rd., Milton. Architects, Weston, Bur. 
nett & Thorne 44 Westwood-rd, Southampton, 

Rochdale.—B.C, approved plans for a new _public- 
house, Rooley Moor-rd., for Rochdale & Manor 
Brewery Co., Ltd. ’ 

Rochdale.—Extensions proposed to Birch Hilt 
Hospital for Reg. Hospital Brd., at £220.00 
Architects, Harry S. Fairhurst & Son, 55, Brown. 
st., Mancnester. 

Seaham.—U.D.C. has applied for loan sanction 
for £45,852 for 40 houses on Westlea estate.—North- 
Eastern Breweries, Ltd., Castle Brewery, Bridge- 
rd., Stockton, to carry out alterations to “ Mil 
Inn,” Seaham, and have prepared own plans. 

Sheffisid.— Reg. Hospital Brd. plan to erect 12 
new hospitals as follows:—General hospital at 
Sheffield ; maternity, chronic sick and general, Don. 
caster; orthopedic, Dearne Valley; general, Not- 
tingham ; general, Derbyshire; and genera! hospital 
at Boston. 

Shefheld.—T.C. to lease site at Thomas-st., Bath- 
st. and Egerton-st.. to John Wragg & Co., Ltd., 
for erection of a wholesale food, egg packing and 
distribution centre. 

Shenley.—Large male nurses’ hostel, Harperbury 
Hospital, for North-West Metropolitan Reg. 
Hospital Brd, C. D. Andrews, F.R.I.B.A., Sheffield. 
st., Hospital, Strand, W.C.2, is brd’s chief architect. 
Young & Brown, 104, High Holborn, W.C.1, are 
quantity surveyors. 

Southampton.—B.C. has allocated sites in war- 
damaged area, Above Bar-st., for new premises to 
following firms:—Prices, Tailors, Ltd., Cardigan- 
Leeds; H. Samuel, Ltd., Hunters-gr., Bir- 
mingham; F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., 1, New 
Bond-st., W.1; Timothy Whites & Taylors, Ltd., 
70, Vauxhall Bridge-rd., S.W.1; Saxone Shoe Co., 
Ltd., Kilmarnock; Vernon & Tear, Ltd., Hanover. 
bldgs., Southampton; Rego Clothiers, Ltd., Angel- 
rd., Edmonton, N.18; British Home Stores, Ltd, 
Marylebone-rd., N.W.1; Milward & Sons, Ltd., 10, 
Churen-st., Reading; J. Sainsbury, Ltd., 10, Stam- 
ford-st., S.E.1; Mac Fisheries, Ltd., Pudding-la., 
E.C.3; Marks & Spencer, Ltd., 82, Baker-st., W.1; 
J. H. & W. Reynolds, 70, West-st., Bristol; and 
Halifax Building Society, Commercial-st., Halifax. 
Co-ordinating architect, S. Rowland Pierce, 
F.R.L.B.A., 14, Chepstow-pl., W.2. 

Southampton.—New shop premises, 9, High-st., 
for Osborn & Co. (Southampton), Ltd. Architects, 
Weston, Burnett & Thorne, 44, Westwood-rd. 

Southsea.—Dorothy Cooper, milliner, proposes to 
rebuild premises, 10, Elm-gr. Architects, A. E. 
Cogswell & Sons, Prudential-bldgs., Portsmouth. 

South Shields.—T.C. has agreed to spend £70,000 
erecting new factories for three firms whose exist- 
ing premises are to be pulled down under a develop- 
ment scheme. Boro’ E., John Reid. 

Staffs.—E.C. propose extensions to Cannock Cty. 
Mining College (stage 1, £48,220 est.). 1951-52 pro- 
gramme. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—T.C. recommended to 
erection of 200 houses for miners. 

Stokesley.—R.D.C. to erect new council chamber. 
Starting date, July. : : 

Stretford.—Plans for 114 houses, 58 flats, eight old 
people’s bungalows, and six shops (revised layout). 
at Moss Park-rd. housing site, for the Stretford 
Corporation, have been approved. ; 

Sutton Coldfield.—B.C. propose erection of three- 
storey flats, Falcon Lodge estate. 

Sutton-in-Ashfield.— Mansfield Hospital Manage- 
ment Com. propose. alterations to Sutton-in-Ash- 
field Hospital. Architects, Vallance & Westwick, 
White Hart-st., Mansfield. 

Sutton (Surrey).—Extension of 
Vale-rd., for Sutton Creameries, Ltd. 
Fermor, 165a, Clapham High-st., 8.W.4. 

Walsall.—New factory proposed on Alumwell-rd. 
Industrial estate, for Healey Mouldings, Ltd. Plans 
by Sanders & Proffitt, 145, Lichfield-st. ao 

Warwickshire.—C.C. seek approval for clinic and 
health centre, Falcon Lodge estate, Sutton Cold- 
field. 

Wolverhampton.—New workshops and offices pro 
posed, Bilston-st., for Frederick H. Burgess, Ltd., 
Stafford. Plans by Sandy & Norris, F.R.LB.A. 
134, Newport-rd., Stafford. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. | 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart 
ments. 

Atherton.—Extensions and alterations at Formby 
Hall, for U.D.C. Architects, J. C. Prestwich id 
Son, Leigh, Lancs: *R. W. Gregson & Sols- 
Tyldesley, £6,449. 


cres., 


approve: 


dairy premises, 
Plans by R. 
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Billingham-on-Teés.—Erection of 80 houses at Lewisham.—32 —_ at Whitefoot-la., for B.C.: Carter Horseley (Engineers), Ltd., Waddon, Surrey. 




















oan Roseberry-rd. site, for U.D.C, Architects, Kitching *Wates, Ltd., £55,6 Painting work: Jas. Ferg y 2 
ord. & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough :' *Stephen Lewisham.—-34 houses at Somertrees-av., for B.C.: Ltd., Salford, Lancashire ; Ta. & Co. {Pecorators), 
ld.” Coates, Ltd., Langbaurgh- -pl., Middlesbrough (sub- *Direct Labour, £53,319. London, E.C.2. General maintenance work : Robert 

ject to M. LG. & P. approval). Liverpoo!l.—110 houses at Horrocks-av., Allerton: Durie, Jun., Tayport, Fife; A. R. Rainey & Co 
tks Bridgnorth. ~—Council chamber and offices, for *R. J. Barton & Son, Ltd., £171,943; 117 at Crox- Weston- -super-Mare; Percy Beck, Ltd., Leicester: 
ak. R.D.C.: *W. Sharratt, Ltd., Church-pl., Wolver- teth: *R. J. Barton & Son, Ltd., £177,142; and 24 F. B. Thackray & Co., Ltd., Huntingdon; Bosworth 
137, hampton, £10,555. flats at Corey-st.: *Netherton Building Co., Ltd., & Wakeford, Ltd., Daventry, Northants. : 

Camberwell. -—60 flats at Cleve Le * me £43,917. General maintenance work’: Wm. Sindall, Cam- 

Ws. housing estate: *Direct Labour, £114,0 Liverpool.—Nine houses at Fernwood-rd.: *H. bridge; Johnson & Bailey, Ltd., Cambridge: Gal- 
Ops. Camberwell.—30 flats at Barry- oy "permanent Brookfield & Sons, Ltd., £16,661; seven at Foun- braith Bros., Ltd., London, W.C.1. Airfield "main- 
, housing site No, 45: *Apprentice Master Scheme, tains-rd.: *W. W. Kenney, Ltd., £13,471; and 17 tenance: Stanley H. 8. Overton (Airfields), Ltd., 
g's. £60.000. at Frelland-st.: *W. W. Kenney, Ltd., £28,640. | Navenby, Lincolnshire. ar 

: Camberwell.—104 flats and eight shops at Den- _—_Liverpool.—Works, for City Council:. Six flats London (M. 0.2 Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
ter, mark Hill housing estate: *Wates, Ltd., £244,323. at Derwent-rd.: *Scarsbrick Contractors & Haulage during week ended April 21 :— 
r a Cheshire—Works for C.C. :—Clinic pmo at Co. Ltd., 81, Dale-st., Liverpool, 2, £10,801; Cheshire: P.O. Sorting Office, Queen-st., Crewe 
rd. Wilmslow-rd., Cheadle: *D. Eadie & Co., Ltd., a‘terations to Carneg‘e-rd. bus garage: Kae gf adaptations, J. T. Gresty & Sons, Ltd., Westaston- 
bur Short-st., Heaton Norris, Stockport, £15,825; clinic Bros. (Liverpool), Ltd., Cheadle-ave., Liverpool, rd., Willaston. Derbyshire: I.R.0., 8-10, Stafford- 
: centre at Telegraph-rd., Heswall: *Cartwright Bros., £11,185; construction of open bus parking ae st., Derby, Adaptations, W. Ford’ & Sons, Ltd. 
lie Ltd., Dudleston-rd., Hooton, £17,674; ambulance at Green-la., Old Swan: *Rimmer Bros. (Liverpool), Summer Hill, Becket Well-la., Derby. Devonshire : 
nor dep ot at Crewe: *Birchall “Bros., Darlington- st., Ltd., £53,758; two houses at Worcester-dr. and four Exeter, Erection of telephone ‘exchange, E. H. Bur- 
ss Middlewich, £8,985. houses at  Worcester-ave.: *W. Jackson, 8, gess, Ltd., 34, Grosvenor-gdns., S.W.1. Lancashire : 
Till Chichester.—Single-storey factory and three-storey Onslow-rd., Fairfield, Liverpool, 6; four houses at N.A.B., St. Vincent-st., Barrow-in- fla Altera- 
0. ¥ office block, for Shippam, Ltd. Plans by Pite,Son & Buckland-st.: *J. H. Taylor, Ltd., 168, Brownlow- tions and adaptations, "Turner & Norris, Ltd., 67, 
wn Fairweather, 6, Queen Anne’s-gate, S.W.1: *J. Jarvis hill, Liverpool, 3, £7,160; nine houses at Fernwood- Greengate-st., Barrow-in-Furness. 
; & Sons, Ltd., 12, Buckingham Palace- aioe , 8.W.1. rd., nine at Birchtree-rd., five at Upper Park-st. {London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by W.D., 
i Est. cost, £100,000 and one at Merton-st.: *H. Brookfield & Son, Ltd., week ended April 21 :— 
as Darlington.— E rection of 12 houses at Nickstream- 23, Mayfield-rd., Liverpool, 19, £44,354; eight houses West Lothian: Heating and ventilating, The 
fil la, for T.C. Boro’ A.. E. A. Tornbohm: *W. at Fountains-rd. and 17 at Freeland-st.: *W. W. Brightside Foundry Engineering Co., Ltd., Edin- 
au Dickinson, Parkside, Darlington, £15,524 Kenney, Ltd., 92, Liverpool-rd., North Maghull, burgh. Warwickshire: Building (concrete), G. 
»: Douglas (Isle of Man).—162 houses on the Lancs, £42,117; six additional flats at Grey-st.: Percy Trentham, Ltd., Birmingham 24. Lines: 
bs Willaston poy for TC. : 46. *Mr. J. M. Clarke, *Netherton Building & Construction Co., Ltd., Roadwork, H. Ashton & Son, ‘Barton- on-Humber. 
Pe Douglas, £84,902 ; nt McCormich & Davies, Ltd., Church-rd., Litherland, £10,350; four houses at Yorks: Miscellaneous, W. G. ‘Birch (Harrogate), j 
ke Isle of Man £218,832 Croylands-st. : *Valiance & Hughes, 6a, Rose-vale, Ltd., Harrogate. Lines : Miscellaneous, J. Holmes ! 
tal Droitwich.—T hree blocks of flats at Dilmore-la., Liverpool, 5, £6,680 (in lieu to tender previously (Builders), Ltd., Doncaster. Northants : (Miscel- ' 
: Fernhill, for R.D.C.: *R. W. Morris, Droitwich, accepted); five houses at Wynnstay-st.: *Southend laneous, Clarke & ‘Belton, Stamford. Inverness- 
th. : . Builders & Decorators (Liverpool), Ltd., Greig-st., sive: Building alterations, A. McRobb, Ltd., Aber- 
d Friern ideal ib s@ieme on permanent Liverpool, £8,500. deen. Wilts : (Building, Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd., 
nd housing site No. 7, at 246, Friern Barnet-la. : tg Mle a of new seventh floor in man- St. Austell. — 

*Matthew James & Co., Ltd., £85,506, sard roof at Victoria House, Southampton- row, Isle of Wight : Miscellaneous, The Westridge Con- 
ane Glasgow.—Additions and alterations to the Pru- for Liverpool Victoria Friendly Society. Archi: struction Co., Ltd., Ryde. Berks: Building altera- 
a7 dential Insurance offices, Renfield and West are tects are F. Boreham, Son & Wallace, Victoria tions. T. iRingham & Co., Ltd., London, S.W.19. | 
ld. sts. Messrs. James Miller & Manson, A.R.I.B House, Southampton-row, W.C.1: ‘James Car- Hants: Hardstandings, etc., C. J. Elliott & Co., 
at 3x7, West George-st., Blythswood-sq., ean, michael (Contractors), Ltd., 331, Trinity-rd., Ltd., Bristol 9; Building, Comben & Wakeling, Ltd., 
are W.c.2. Mr. G. A. Coombe, surveyor, Prudential- Wandsworth, S.W. Est. cost, £25,000. Kenton, Middx; Miscellaneous, R. E. Spooner, Ltd., 

bldgs., Holborn Bars, London: *Robert Gilchrist & London.—Reconstruction and conversion, into Ashford, Middx. Wilts : Painting, Geo. Jones & 
sad Sons, Glasgow, E.C.2. offices, of Mayfair Court, Stratton-st.. W.1, for Son (Contrs.), Ltd., London, W.8. } 
te Glasgow.—New houses, to cost approx. £47,000, Bowater Paper Corporation, Ltd. Architect, Hector Glos : Miscellaneous, _H. 8. Hamilton & Son, 
rd for the Corporation. Mr. Archibald J. Jury, ©. Hamilton, F.R.I.B.A., 82z, Portland-pl., W.1: Bristol 7. Dorset: Miscellaneous Jesty & Baker, 
vs F.R.I.B.A., Council Housing Offices, Glasgow Cross, *Harry Neal, Ltd., 117, Baker-st., W.1. Est. cost, Weymouth. Hants: Miscellaneous, Maurice (Hill 
re The Trongate, Glasgow, E.C.: *Scottish Housing £160,000. Construction Co., Ltd., London, E.C.3 Isle of f 
Group, Glasgow. London.—Extension to factory at Plumstead-rd., Wight : Miscellaneous, Liddelow, {Ltd., Wembley. 

0. Greenwich.—48 flats at Cherry Orchard housing §.E.18, for Associated Motor Cycles, Ltd. Archi- Surrey : Miscellaneous, W. G. Sheppard (Builders), ; 
, site, Charlton, je B.C. Quantities by G. F. K. tects, Wright & Renny, 1, Powis-st., Woolwich, Ltd., Guildford. Kent : Miscellaneous, C. V. Buchan 
el- White, F.R.1.A S.E.18> : “Batman Bros., Ltd., 22, Conduit-st., & Co., ‘Ltd., Dover. Sussex : poser Sait Gg. F. 
d F. Troy & Co., id. 131, Great Suffolk-st., Woolwich, Baldwin, Sevenoaks. Essex : Building alterations, 
0. S.E.1 ae ma ... £76,749 London wes itech: Buaktanbiia of contracts W. A. Hills & Sons, Ltd., Colchester. 
m- Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 73, Acre-la., placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Middlesbrough.—Erection of 12 houses in Hey- 
a. S.W.2 . __«-. 74,128 Admiralty. Coventry: Foundations to_ workshop throp-dr., for T.C.: *E. T. Sweeting & Son, Back 
‘3 Halse & Sons, “Ltd., 5, Chapel- hill, 'S.E.18 73,465 extension, H. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., 48, Coronation- Haymore-st., Middlesbrough. 
nd wane Gi adding & Co., Ltd., 14, Davenant- rd., Coventry. Middlesbrough.— Erection of 76 houses at Ber- 
x. E.1 ves es aes eee 69,689 London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of Wick Hills housing site, for T.C. Boro’ E., J. A. 
-e “Ge 7 - & Slater, Ltd., 100, Park-la., £500 or over for week ended April 21:— Kenyon: *J. Oakley, Valley- rd., Grove Hill, Middles- 
é 69,447 “Electrical wiring and airfield lighting services brough (28); *George Wilmhurst. Gipsy-la., Marton, 
guilatord. —98 houses at Bushey Hill, Merrow, for Thorpe & Thorpe, Ltd., London, E.C.2; Drake & Middlesbrough (24); *W. J. Emmerson, Thornton: 
ts. BC. BE. & S. Quantities by J. W. Narris, Gorham (Cttrs.), Ltd., London, S.W.1 Runway con- st., North Ormesby, Middlesbrough (24). 
; AR.ILCS., and Marks, & Corder, F. & A-R.I.LCS., struction: W. & C. French, Ltd., Techno Hill | Neweastle.—New school at Seaton Burn, for 
to Guildford: Thomas Higgs & Co., Ltd., Woking, Essex. Dismantling and re-erection of timber towers: Northumberland E.C. Plans by Cackett, Burns 
Surrey, £131,716. ids eat: = Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle: 
) Harlow.—Erection of shopping centre at Stow, for *Thomas Clements & Sons, Selborne-gdns., New- 
00" Harlow Deve’opment Corporation. Chief executive castle. 
st. architect, V. Hamnet, A.R.I.B.A., Terlings, Gilston, Northfleet.—20 houses at Coldharbour- rd. estate, 
D- Harlow. Quantity surveyor, Oswald E. Parratt, for U.D.C. Architects, G. E. ay & Partners, 

F.R.ICS., Adelaide House, King William-st., WATer! li A.R.I.B.A., 198, Parrock-st., Gravesend: *David 
, E.C.4: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith- erloo 6314 (6 ines) Jones, Orpington, £28,758. 

0. gr.. W.6, £93,367. Northfleet.—24 houses at Coldharbour-rd. estate, 
Hatfield.—45 flats and 5 houses, Roe Green, for for U.D.C. Architects, G. E. Clay & Partners, 
7 Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield Development A.R.I.B.A.. 198, Parrock-st., Gravesend: *A. Beau- 

Corporation. Architect, Hon. Lionel Brett, mont, Bexleyheath, £31,644. 
oT. A.R.I.B.A., New Town House: *Y. J. Lovell & Sons, : Nottingham.—W: arehouse and offices at Sherwood- 

Ltd., Marsham-la., Gerrards Cross, Bucks, £59,888. st. a Een Hig Simpson — Ltd. _ hi- 
iy Hull—New chemistry building, Cottingham-rd. tects,  Brewill. Son & Nunn, Armitage-chbrs., 

), and Inglemire-la., for Senate of Hull University oo iP its “F. Evans & Sons, H-ghbury-ave., 
r¢ olleg s, ) s s. 
Notti Eeecm gt = ‘duane Baa o's . Paddington.—40 dwellings at Church-st.: *J. M. 
e- Bever'ey-rd. t Hill & Sons, Ltd., Heather Park-av., Wembley, 
IIkest Colleg Furtl ti Middlesex, £89,340. : 
e- De eg ante ge tor urther Education, for Raunds (Northants).—Houses for U.D.C.: *A. J. 
h- £110.00 ee, Walker and Slater, Ltd., Derby, Potter & Sons, Stanwick, £17,070 (14); *Smith & 
k 0,000. Sons, Raunds, £16,917 (14). 
Lancashire.—E rection of new nursery school at Reigate.—18 houses at Woodhatch estate, for T.C. 
Ss, Waterfoot, for C.C.: *Ashworth & Hobson, Rawten- Georgé G. Sanderson, A.M.I.C.E., B.E. & S., Town 
a stall, £27,743. Hall :— 
Lanes.— Works =< ition: ass . H. & F. Farrell, Ltd., Sutton, Surrey... £36,355 
d. at Crosby wks ogc age roc greg olan one G. H. Bent & Sons, Epsom Downs, Surrey ... 29,561 
iterloo Park School for Girls: *Bristol £ ; 
ns Aeroplane Co. (Housing), Ltd., Weston-super- G. Wood. Ltd., London, W.6 ... ae «. 28,071 

Mare, £12.185; erection of Huyton-with-Roby St. GLASS d LTD. *Pitman Bros., Ltd., Merstham, Surrey... 26,731 
id Columbas R.C. Sec. Mod. School: *Tysons (Contrac- an Rushden.—Houses for U.D.C.: *E. Sutcliffe, 16, 

d- tors), Ltd., Dryden-st., Liverpool, £146,268; addi- Roland-way, Higham Ferrers, £13,649 (10); *F. & 

tional classrooms at Newton-le-Willows Sec. Mod. GLAZI wi G R. Windsor, Ltd.,.28, Newton-rd., Rushden, £11,113 
0" School: *Bristol Aeroplane Co. (Housing), Ltd., (eight) ; J. Potter & Sons, Ltd., £5,475 (four). 
is 12.4855 additional classrooms at Prestwich The wo Leonard-on-Sea.—Extefsion ‘to, gare by 
Ley eys Sec. Mod. School: *W Gray (1933 Ltd.. rd Norman-r¢ or oom otors 4 renitec 

Farnworth, £9.780; two sadiitedl p= Acca and plus SErvice Norman A. E. Wyatt, Great Hall-bldgs., Tunbridge 





conversion of kitchen and dining-room into three We'ls: *Fryer & Sons, Cambridge-rd., Hastings. 


classrooms at Chadderton Grammar School: *Hal- Scottish Special Housing Association _Ltd.— 
nine Co.. i. Middleton Junction, on by Contracts placed between March 21 and April 18:— 
Prection ©; acup 1orn Nursery School: * E. Site Servicing 
f Rangeley, Ltd., Rochdale, £17,068; erection of Dar A , i i 
: “ a ar- Spittal, Rutherglen (50 Weir): T. R. Menzies & 
wen South Nursery School: *J. Whittaker & Sons, England's Largest Glazing Sons, 114, Ham1-ton- Py Rutherglen, Kerbing to 







Ltd., Blackburn, 592; phase two of Chadder- pavements. Laighstonehall, Hamilton (58 Atholl) : 


te ton Yew Tree C.P. School: *Jonathan Partington, Contractors Barnet & Morton, Ltd., 192, High-st., Kirkcaldy, 
Oa Manchester, £58,680; erection of Accrington Fencing (unclimbable). 

“ ies af Further Education: *Gerrard & Sons, House. Erection 

& “a ~ nag nr. Manchester, £106,217, LONDON, S.E.1 Valley-gdns., Kirkcaldy (50 No-Fines; 250 Trad.): 

: eigh.—76 houses -. Brick House site, for T.C.: Scottish Gas Board, Kirkcaldy District, 28, Links- 


% 














* 
Direct Labour, £76,34 rd., Kirkcaldy, Gas services. Niddrie Marischal, 
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Edinburgh (80 Cruden): S.E. Scotland Electricity 
Board, Edinburgh, Electric services. Danderhall, 
Midlothian (64 Miller): S.E. Scotland Electricity 
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Board, Edinburgh, Electric services. Hilton, Inver- 
ness (80 Cruden): Scottish Gas Board, Manse-pl., 
Inverness, Gas services. Coal-rd., Auchinleck (20 
Trad.): Barnet and Morton, Ltd., 192, High-st., 
Kirkealdy, Fene:ng. 


Balornock, Glasgow (100 Timber): Barnet & 
Morton, Ltd., 192, High-st., Kirkcaldy, Fencing. 
Wards of Pitforthie, Brechin (68 Trad.; 32 Timber): 
Barnet & Morton, Ltd., 192, High-st., "Kiuheniiy, 
Fencing. Cadder-rd., Glasgow (352 Trad. and No- 
Fines): S.W. Scotland Electricity Board, Glasgow, 
Electric services. West End, Loanhead (82 Trad.) : 
D. Kyles & Son, Ltd., Edinburgh, amaber. Living- 
stone Station, West Lothian (48 No-Fi nes) ; Scottish 


Gas Board, Chester-st., Edinburgh, Gas services. 


Site Servicing 


Netherthird, Cumnock (286 Weir, Atholl and 
Wilson): S.S.H.A., Ltd., Site oe icing. New 
Dail'y, Ayrshire (90 Trad.): S.S.H.A., Ltd., Site 
servicing. Shortlees, Kilmarnock (178 W/Fairhurst, 
Trad., Miller and Orlit): S.S.H.A., _ Footpath 
surfacing. Torygien, Glasgow: S.S.H.A., hid., Site 
servicing. Sighthill, Edinburgh: SSirA 'Ltd., 


Footpath fe ‘surfacing. 
House Erection 
Shortlees, Kilmarnock (32 Trad.) : 
All trades. 


S.S.H.A., Ltd.. 


Maintenance 
Shortiees, Kilmarnock (100 W/Fairhurst): Geonge 
Gilmour & Sons, 154, Titchfield-st., Kilmarnock, 


Joinery repair. Townhead, Coatbridge (100 W/Fair- 


hurst): Jas. S. McAuley, 11, Station-rd., Nether- 
burn, Joinery repair. Cadder-rd. Glasgow (104 
Weir): McCulloch & Co. (Decorators), Ltd., West 


Regent-st., Glasgow, External painter. 
eee —Erection of Eccleshall C.P. School, for 
2.C.: *Ackroyd & Abbott, Ltd., Sheffield, £50,092. 
ainaen. —Houses at Salterforth and Crassington, 


for R.D.C.: *H. Nicholson & Sons, £10,407 (eight) ; 
a" Patrick (Builders), Ltd. (eight and four 
flats). 


Southampton.—Seven Quonset Hut classrooms at 


UME oe 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy Hop. 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
: TEMple Bar 5621 
























Boyle’s -.tev- Ventilator 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 





IN USE 
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Tauntons School, for B.C. Architects, Fowler & 
Grove, AA.R.I.B.A., 140,. Lodge-rd., Southampton, 





pon ne by Shears & Pick, 4a, College- -pl., South. 
ampton :— 
Prescott Construction Co.  ieppeeimants Ltd. £5 5,665 
John Lewis (Building), Ltd. esi -. 5,418 
J. J. Udalls Building Co., Ltd. sat ve 5178 
Rice & Son, Ltd. ... : ‘ a --- 4,510 
:. W. Dowman a bce 4,410 
G. Hallum & Sons ... . 4,275 
Stratford-on-Avon.—i0 houses at Bearley site, for 


T.C.: *Avon Building Co., 
Wellesbourne, £12,651. 

Stretford.—Three contracts for 84 flats at Christie. 
rd. site (west section), for T.C.: *Humphrey Park 
Estates, Ltd., Urmston: *W. Lionel Gray (1933), 
Ltd., Farnworth; *C. H. Godfrey & Son, Ltd. 
Manchester. 

Sunderland.—Rebuilding of the 
Works. Architects, Stephenson 
chbrs., North-st., Newcastle: *F. 
st., Newcastle. 

Surrey. —Erection of new Petersham Meo ll ety. 
prim. sch., for E.C.: *Gaze & Sons, £31, 


Stapledene, Kineton-rd., 


Atlas Furniture 
& Gillis, Saville. 
J. Hepple, Dunn. 


Tipton.—30 houses at Cuffield-av., U pper haat 
la. site, for T.C.: *Baker Bros. (Builders), Lid, 
Kent-st., Upper Gornal, Dudley, £35,608. 

Twickenham.—New church, etc., at Percy-rd. 
Architects, Houchin, Harrison & Stevens, 8, Great 
James-st., W =". *A. Goodwin & Son (Civil 
Engineers), Ltd., Junction-rd., Harrow, Middx. 


Uddingston, —25 peer: *Messrs. James Ritchie 
(Builders), Ltd., Uddingston. 

Welwyn Garden City.—(1) 50 houses at Marley. 
rd. and Hyde Valley; (2) four houses at Lemsford- 
la., for. Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield Develop- 
ment Corporation. Lonis de Soissons & Partners, 
architects and town planners, Midland Bank-chbrs. 
Howardsgate: (1) *J. G. Gibbs & Son (Contractors), 
Ltd., 732, St. Albans-rd., Garston, Watford, Herts, 
£63,522; (2) "Crook Bros., Watton-rd., Ware, Herts, 
£5,400 

Woodchester (Glos).—Extension to premises, for 
Newman, Hender & Co., Ltd. Architects, Dancey 
& Meredith, Bieak House, Station-rd., Gloucester: 
*H. I. Cole & Co., Ltd., 255, Eltham High-st., 8.5.9, 
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Victoria Works, 
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-Buildi ing | Conia 
Station Woks. 


: Telephone:— 
Waterloo 5474 
(3 lines) 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


ANNOUNCE 


THAT OWING. TO EXPIRATION OF LEASE 
THE HEAD OFFICE oF THE COMPANY 
AS FRoM 8th MAY, 1951, 


61, BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
LONDON s ss 
MONarch 7597 (2 lines) 


PRESENT HEAD OFFICE : 
34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, 


LIMITED 


WILL BE 


EC1 


W.C.1 Tel.: CHAncery 7901/4 
























